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WOLFPACK BASKETBALL GOES INTO A HUDDLE 


BOSTON LATIN SCHOOL 


Boys Basketball Gets It Done 


By Devin Kirpsy, I 


Sports Epiror 


Last year, the boys’ basketball 
team finished with a 2-20 record and 
for the first time in eight dominant 
seasons missed the state tourna- 
ment. This year, the boys had a heroic 
turnaround, finishing with an 11- 
12 record. Forward and co-captain 
Tosin Ajewole (I) was an All-Star for 
the second straight year. More impor- 
tantly, though, Boston Latin School 
basketball was once again in the state 
tourney. 

It was a good albeit not great sea- 
son for the Wolfpack this year. “We 
beat all the teams we were supposed 
to beat,” head coach Brendan Smith 
told the team one day, “We’re not 
losing to any chump teams.” Looking 
at the other teams in the Dual County 
League Large, it’s hard to argue that 
point. Acton-Boxborough, which beat 
the Wolfpack at home by merely four 
points, is ranked fifth in the state. 
Lincoln-Sudbury is 11th. Westford is 
2oth. Latin? 47th. Who could have 
expected that we would come away 
with an 11-12 record ranked 47th in a 
schedule against mostly top-20 teams, 


especially after a 2-20 trainwreck of a 
season? As Kevin Garnett said in 2008, 
“Anything is possible.” 

After a disappointing loss to Bos- 
ton Latin Academy in its last regular- 
season game, Latin failed to clinch home 
court for a preliminary game against 
Billerica. The winner of this game would 
have clinched the bottom seed in the 
tournament, with the dubious honor of 
playing 1st-seeded 19-1 St. John’s Prep 
in Danvers. Billerica came out hot, fin- 
ishing the rst quarter with a 20-2 run, 
including three 3-pointers by their start- 
ing guard, who had seven in the game, 
and a half-court shot by their captain at 
the buzzer. The Wolfpack could never 
really close that gap, and, even when 
they were close, Billerica responded with 
runs like a 10-0 frenzy to start the 4th 
quarter. BLS lost 62-45. “They just shot 
the lights out,” Coach Smith said after 
the game. No one else really wanted to 
talk about it. 

It was a disappointing end to a sea- 
son of which the team could be proud. 
There were some disappointments—the 
BLA game, letting AB slip away in the 
final minutes at home—but overall, 
more ups than downs. Led on the de- 
fensive end by Ajewole and offensively 
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by dynamic guard Jack Duggan (II), 
the Wolfpack formed an identity has a 
snub-nosed defensive team with enough 
athleticism to make plays on both ends, 
living up to Latin’s legacy of intense, 
gritty and passionate play. As a cast of 
seniors leave—super-athletic forward 
and co-captain Khaleel Abdul-Jabbaar 
(1), three-point marksman guard and 
co-captain Matt Kehoe (1), all-around 
scorer Cam Bullard (1), rebounding 
virtuoso Leo Stella (1), myself (I) and 
Ajewole—the team looks forward to 
continued success behind young talent 
like Duggan and wingman Miles Wright 
(IID, who both enjoyed 200+ point 
seasons. Also on the rise are breakout 
guards James “The Juice” Adams (ID), 
who moved into a starting role this 
year, and Celio Araujo (IV), who played 
well off the bench in big games, hit- 
ting clutch shots against Bedford and 
Newton South with developing big man 
Khari “Chief” Thompson (IID), showing 
his potential late this season as a force 
on the block. 

This year, Latin had the misfortune 
of exiting early. Next year is a new year, 
a new season and a new team, and one 
that, if this season was any indication, 
has a very, very high ceiling. 
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Greatness 
on Ice 


Overcoming setbacks 
and injuries, the 
Wolfpack achieves 
tremendous success 
this hockey season 


GABE DIOP MAKES A DESPERATION SAVE 


FACEBOOK.COM 


By Mike Tomasini, I 
Sports Epiror 


“Pain Heals. Chicks dig scars. But 
glory lasts forever.” 

With that memorable Shane 
Falco line in mind, Boston Latin 
Hockey set out to own the ice this 
season. Attempting to be the best 
team Latin has seen in years, to 
surpass the tremendous success of 
last season and to go deep into the 
state tournament, the hockey team 
entered the season with a resolve 
rarely seen in Latin sports. With the 
season now behind us, there is no 
doubt that they left it all out there on 
the ice. 

Last season ended bitterly for 
the Wolfpack. With tons of fans in 
the stands for the second round of 
the state tournament, the guys’ team 
fought a bitterly contested bout against 
Winthrop. Though they played a great 
game, a lucky bounce for Winthrop gave 
them a 2-1 loss to end the season on a 
tough note. This season they sought 
to rebound, conquer the Dual County 
League and perform even better in the 
state tourney. That was anything but 
a sure bet, and the loss of captain and 
all-star Justin Evangelista did not make 
it any easier. As senior goalie Gabe 
Diop (D said with his signature bravado, 
“Tt’s tough. With Justin there, I felt 
good. No worries. But now. . . I don’t 
know.” Gabe Diop shaken? It could 
not be true. 

And it was not. Despite all the 
worrying beforehand, the Wolfpack 
dominated. I am not mincing words 
when I say that. Out of the twenty 
games the boys played, they lost only 
three times. It was a season filled 
with snipes, dangles and celis (hockey 
term for celebration). You cannot talk 
about celis without mention of living 
legend Conal Lynch (ID, the junior 
captain who is so much better than 
every other player that the game changes 
literally every time he steps onto the 
ice. He lit the lamp more often than 
anyone else on the team, potting more 
than thirty goals over the course of the 
season. 
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Boston Latin School Argo 


A Fierce Fighting Force 


By Lucy Burkg, II 


& GasriELA MEpEIRos, IT 
STAFF WRITER & CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


The Boston Latin School (BLS) 
Wrestling and the Josiah Quincy Upper 
School JQUS) Wrestling are the only 
two wrestling teams in the entire Boston 
Public Schools (BPS) system. After a dis- 
appointing end last season, the returning 
members of the team made sure to work 
their hardest during the off-season, going 
to the gym on their own, and participat- 
ing in wrestling camps over the summer 
to start the new season with a big bang. 
The returning members, however, did not 
need to count solely on their own efforts. 
The turnout of new and young wrestlers 
has put the team at its biggest in numbers 
in a while. Many of these new wrestlers 
show tremendous promise for filling the 
huge shoes that will be left by the upper- 
classmen, who now make up the majority 
of the varsity team. 

The newly elected captains Joey 
McCourt (ID), Baudy Mazaev (ID, David 
Ho (ID and David Vydshedsky (I) have 
hustled the team to put up a hard fight 


against the toughest dogs in the league. 
The team, making due with mats that 
are rumored to be older than BLS itself, 
has still managed to carve out a place in 
the league as worthy competitors. With 
wins against the strongest competitors 
in the league such as Newton South and 
Acton Boxboro, the team has shown that 
their hard work with six-days-a-week 
practices in the depths of the base- 
ment have paid off. Coach Gibbons has 
single-handedly turned the team from 
underdogs into a fierce fighting force. 
Rumor has it that their bus-rides to far 
away meets are not spent on school buses 
but on cavalry ready to battle till the last 
drop of blood. This is no exaggeration; 
the team has had far more then its fair 
share of injuries including a torn ante- 
rior cruciate ligament (ACL), multiple 
concussions and a sprinkling of other 
maladies. These were insignificant to 
a team that is determined to show no 
weakness, and to prove that even with 
their lack of resources, they are still able 
to shine. Don’t let the dingy and discol- 
ored mats fool you. 

This past month, on January 20, 


CAP'N "CRUNCH" 


the team held a meet against JQUS in 
honor of Hoong Wei Speicher, mother 
of former captain Ben Speicher ’07, and 
manager Tonia Speicher ‘1o, founder of 
the JQUS wrestling team, who passed away 
in 2010 of cancer. This meet was one of 
the only two at BLS, but the turnout for 
both meets from friends and family was 
spectacular, and their support helped the 
wrestlers bring their “A” game. Captain 
Joey McCourt (II) said “When I walked 
out and saw everyone in the stands, it really 
pumped me up. It gave me the extra push 
that I needed to get diesel.” 

The team has in mind a number of 
unique fundraisers in hopes of creating 
funds for new practice and competition 
mats. With these, the team hopes to show 
that it is not only a star in its sport, but 
also to represent the illustrious school of 
which it is a part. 

With the closing of the season soon 
approaching, after weeks upon weeks of 
sweat, tears and dedication in its tiny cor- 
ner of the lower gym, the team prepares 
for its final battles before states, where 
it plans on showing once and for all its 
true grit. 
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By KYLE F artery, I 
& Kevin YETMAN, I 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


The bench clears as the Boston 
Latin School Varsity soccer team runs 
onto the field to celebrate. In years past, 
our team would not have stood a chance 
against the Lincoln-Sudbury High School 
powerhouse, but this season is like no oth- 
er. The hard work of the players, coaches 
and managers has made all the boys’ soc- 
cer team a fearful opponent throughout 
the Dual County League. The Varsity 
squad not only tied with Lincoln-Sudbury, 
who is ranked second in the state, but 
also tied the defending state champions, 
Catholic Memorial High School, at Cle- 
mente field with a great crowd to cheer 
them on from the sideline. The game 
ended 2-2, after 90 minutes of powerful 
shots, amazing goals, breathtaking saves, 
violent tackles and cheers from the crowd 
of students on the sideline, orchestrated 
by Ms. Maund. These accomplishments 
did not come easily. Joining the soccer 
team, Varsity or Junior Varsity, girls or 
boys, is a huge commitment. Games are 
played on school nights all over the state, 
and practices continue into the weekend. 
The effort and hard work put into the 


By NicuHo.as D'AGosTINo, I 


STAFF WRITER 


Five kilometers. 3.1 miles. That 
is the distance of a cross-country race. 
For the average person, running a 
three-mile race is grueling, and it is 
something that you never want to do if 
you can avoid it. For the members of the 
Boston Latin School Cross-Coun- 
try team, however, it is simply what 
they do. The team is coached by Mi- 
chael Meagher, who has a great deal 
of experience in the running world. This 
year’s team, however, is different from 
the teams of previous years. It is 
led by many powerful seniors who 
have been training together for many 
years, and they are finally ready to 
make a name for themselves in the 
extremely competitive Dual Coun- 
ty League. The boys’ team, led by 
captains Nicholas D’Agostino (1), 
Miles Grover (I) and Brian Mahoney 
(I), is taking strides to make this the 
best cross-country team in years. 
Mahoney has recognized how far this 
team has come, and how far it has 
the potential to go. “The record books 
don’t show the true progress and 
improvement by the team,” Mahoney 
said. “It is true that we still have a way 
to go, but we’ve made great strides 
this past season.” The girls’ team is 
also senior-heavy with captains Kath- 
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Moving On Up 


team by each player creates something 
very special. For Boy’s Varsity, the result 
was an opportunity to compete in the 
playoffs. Their dreams were taken away 
after a heartbreaking loss to Westford 
Academy, despite a great goal from An- 
dre Simpson (I). They certainly would 
not have been able to reach this point if 
it had not been for the dedication from 
Coaches Jason, David, Ben and Soorena. 
They led the team to countless victories 
and deserve gratitude for working hard on 
bringing the team to its full potential. 

The Boston Herald has even recog- 
nized the team for its success. In a recent 
issue, Ryan Connelly (I) and Nacho Farias 
(I) were identified as two of the league’s 
leading goal scorers. It states the number 
of goals they each have, but no words or 
numbers can express the skill demon- 
strated by the players. Defenders are not 
known for their goal scoring, but their 
strength in the back; Owen Ward (IV) 
is a clear example. With players to pass 
to like Cillian Clinton (IID and Malcolm 
Kapuza (1), the ball often makes its way 
up the field and finds itself in the back of 
the net quickly and efficiently. 

For seniors, dreams for the playoffs 
have ended. But the season was well worth 
it. Jake Goldklang (I), a dynamic player 
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known for his life-ending tackles, states, 
“We were a strong team this year and 
I was really impressed with our perfor- 
mance.” Many people would agree with 
Jake, as this season was definitely one 
to be remembered. Many players on the 
Varsity squad will be graduating, but the 
team will continue to thrive in years to 
come with players like Nuri Al-Hakim 
(IID, Cole Rainey-Slavick (IV), and An- 
drey Blidman (IID). 


Runaway Success 


SENIOR CROSS COUNTRY RUNNERS 


From The Boston Herald to the halls 
of Boston Latin School, the boys’ soccer 
team has received commendation for a 
season well played. And in return, they 
would like to say thank you. Thanks to ev- 
eryone who came to watch a match, or even 
wished one of the players good luck for a 
tough game. The season is now over, but 
the players will look back and remember 
how much fun they had with a soccer ball, 
two goals and a great group of guys. 


State Meet, followed by some runners 
_ even going to All-States. A strong 
performance at All-States is expected 
for the powerhouse girls team captains 
Elza Lambergs and Kathleen Mello, 
more commonly known as Elzleen 
Lello. “Our whole team has worked 
really hard this season, and we want to 
prove to the whole state that we can 
compete with the best of them,” says 
Mello. The seniors who have dedi- 
cated a great deal of time and energy 
to this team have some nostalgia. As 
/ surprising as it may seem, they will 
miss the cross-country team at Boston 
Latin School, the personal records 
(PRs), the home course at Franklin 
Park and most importantly, the kara- 
oke bus rides. 

The team is not only made up 
of seniors., but also of some young 
guns. The most well-known is “Sixie” 
| Mike Ward (IID, who has been a 
> dedicated BLS runner since entering 
6 the school and has the potential to 
© be one of the better runners in the 
state over the next few years. 


leen Mello (I), Elza Lambergs (1), 
Tiffany Fonseca (I), Cindy Guan (1), 
Caitlyn Pearson (I) and Kelsey Stappen 
(I) leading the pack. 

With many races still ahead, the 
team has already made impressive show- 
ings at both the Bay State Invitational 


and the Catholic Memorial Invitational 
and is ready to go even further. These 
performances, along with wins over Bed- 
ford High School and Waltham High 
School, have made this team a com- 
petitive one. They are aiming for a good 
showing at the Eastern Massachusetts 


"Miner’ Sports News 


To all of those Chilean Miners who need to be caught up on the world of sports: 


Tiger Woods is expected to drop from his throne of No. 1 ranked 
golfer in the world after losing to some random British guy. 


India hosted the XIX Commonwealth Games, the largest sporting 
competition to ever take place in that area of the world. 


The U.S. Open was held in New York, which is ironic 
because no good tennis players are actually from the U.S. 


Red Sox owner, John Henry, purchased the Liverpool FC. 
The Liverpool FC is a soccer team. 


What has made this year one of 
the strongest is the large number of 
young athletes on the team. With 
so much young talent, the team will go 
from good to great. With the help 
of future stars for both the boys and girls 
teams, this cross-country team will be a 
good one for years to come. 


St. Georges Academy of Rhode Island decided to forfeit to a Massachusetts 
high school football team for safety reasons. The other team was a lot bigger. 


Japan beat America in the Little League World Series, 
ending our legendary five year reign. 


There is not a single undefeated National Football League team at 
this point in the season. However, the Bills and the Panthers still suck. 


In NASCAR, nothing special happened. 
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Was Moss a Loss? 


By SopuiA SirAGE, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


To New England Patriots fans, he is 
known as No. 81, “Sticky Fingers” and the 
“One-Hand Man.” Said to be the greatest 
wide receiver of all time by avid football 
fans, Randy Moss was unfortunately 
traded by the Patriots on October 6, 2010 
to the Minnesota Vikings. Drafted by the 
Vikings back in 1998 from Notre Dame, 
Moss has been nothing but magic for the 
teams in which he has played. With seven 
Pro Bowl selections, an Offensive Rookie 
of the year nod and membership in the 
National Football League’s most recent 
All-Decade team among his accomplish- 
ments, there is no doubt that this trade 
was a big move in the eyes of the football 
world. The multi-million dollar question 
still remains: was it a good trade? 

For New England fans, Deion 


BLS Golf 


By Coin Murpny, II 


Starr WRITER 


“It doesn’t matter if we win, as long as 
we're having fun.” This has been the motto 
of the Boston Latin School Golf squad for 
years now and they have no problem fulfill- 
ing it. With a perfect mix of veteran leader- 
ship and dangerous youth on the team this 
year, the squad seemed to finally have the 
ability to crack one win. Though they came 
up short, there were still plenty of great 
moments throughout the season. 

Coach Kevin Bernazzani could not 
be prouder despite the squad's battle with 
adversity. “Although our record might not 
show it, the team definitely improved this 
year and we were much more competitive. 
We had a few close matches at the begin- 
ning of the season and really worked hard to 
get better throughout the season.” Captains 
Brian Mylett (I), Mark Monday (I) and 
Jake Urso (D gave the team veteran lead- 


No Shirts, No Shoes, 


By CalItLin WaALsH, I 
A&E Epitor 


For the past six years, I have had 
the pleasure of swimming under the guid- 
ance of the legendary Bruce Conley on a 


team that I shall never forget in my life. 


Sometimes, it feels like we 
go “under the radar”—after 
all, our meets do not draw 
quite the crowd that those 
Friday night football games 
do. Those who do know a 
thing or two about the girls’ 
swim team, however, know 
that we have never been 
half-bad. We hold our own. 
This year, we are possibly 
the best we have been. 


Branch seems to be everything that Randy 
Moss was and a bag of chips. Already 
proving himself, Branch was able to push 
through the Baltimore Ravens’ resilient 
defense, stack seven receptions for 75 
yards and make key touchdowns in both 
the fourth quarter and overtime during 
the Patriots-Ravens game this past Sunday 
that resulted in a win. He has played previ 
ously for the Patriots from 2002 to2005, 
and with them, he was able to acquire 
rings in back-to-back seasons. Branch is 
happy to be a Patriot, and the Patriots are 
more than happy to have him back. 

In Minnesota, after waiting his 
entire career for the wide receiver of his 
dreams, quarterback Brett Favre could 
not be any happier to finally have Moss 
on the team. Joining a previously lethargic 
Vikings offense, Moss can now allow for 
the line of scrimmage to be opened up and 
taken over by players such as Visanthe 


Shaincoe and running back Adrian Pe- 
terson. Favre himself, though 41 years of 
age, is amped to welcome a fellow shot 
of energy to the roster. As seen in the 
recent Cowboys-Vikings game, Moss has 
not shown any changes to his game. He 
is still driven to do nothing but impress 
and prove beyond the shadow of a doubt 
that he deserves the title of the greatest 
receiver of all time. 

Entering the seventh week of regu- 
lar season football, it is a bit unclear as to 
which team will benefit the most from 
their new acquisition. The Pats stand tall 
at second in their division (4-1), while the 
Vikings are just third in theirs (2-3). With 
rather difficult schedules up ahead and an 
upcoming game between the two at the 
end of this month, one thing is for sure: 
these two “Super Bowl-hungry” teams are 
ready to play their best, regardless of who 
they face. 


Is Last But Not Least 


ership that truly showed out on the links. 
Coach Bernazzani praised his captains as 
they helped show the younger players the 
way to keep the Boston Latin School Golf 
tradition strong: “Senior captains Brian 
Mylett, Mark Monday and Jake Urso re- 
ally provided a valuable resource to me 
this year and it’s going to be tough to lose 
them, but I know that they are all going 
to do great next year in college. I hope 
that wherever Jake goes to school, they 
will know that he is the real Minnesota 
Miracle Man.” Mylett also added, “I’ve 
had some of the best moments of my life 
on this team and I’m going to miss it so 
much when I’m not here next year.” Fellow 
seniors Matt Kehoe (I), Gordon Hall (1) 
and John McGrath (I) also stepped up and 
helped the team with great commitment 
every time they set foot on the course. 
“Matt Kehoe and John McGrath came in 
as seniors and immediately grabbed starting 
spots; their good humor and great attitude 


number of powerhouse newcomers as 
well. Morgan Spaulding (V) has proved 
her backstroke as a force to be reckoned 
with. Nora Cameron (V) has also made 
her mark this year, and so have the De- 
sisto twins, Camille (V) and Isabelle (V). 
As Molly “Sully” Sullivan would say, “The 


SENIOR SWIMMERS DOING SWIMMINGLY WELL 


“The team this year is 
filled with a great group of hardworking 
girls,” says Sarah Stutman (D), one of the 
many great leaders for the 2010 season. 
Joining her are many seniors, including 
Caitlin Walsh (2) (yours truly), Molly 
Sullivan (1), Deirdre Buckley (1), Laura 
DiNardo (1), Rory O’Donnell (1), Anya 
Gorny (I), Kylie Nagle (), Nora Doherty 
(I), Claudia Kenneally (D), Vivian Nguyen 
(I), Abby Searles (I) and Elizabeth Rear- 
don (I), just to name a few. With such 
enthusiastic leaders, it is hard not to love 
this year’s team. “We just have fun; it’s 
as simple as that,” says Stutman, affec- 
tionately referred to by her teammates 
as “Sassy.” 

This year’s team is filled with a 
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babies are taking over 

Some veterans are still leaving their 
legacies behind. For the past four years, 
the 200-yard free-relay team consisting 
of Claudia Kenneally (1), Sarah Stutman 
(I), Laura DiNardo (I) and Michaela 
Jones (IID) has dedicated sweat and tears 
in order to make the State Champion- 
ship Meet in November. They rank with 
the best of the best in the great state of 
Massachusetts. With three-fourths of the 
team leaving this year, they have worked 
even harder if possible to do it again this 
season for one last “hurrah.” In Novem- 
ber, they will make the history books, 
at least Bruce Conley’s books, anyway. 
Also, returning underclassmen Sally Wu 


will be missed. Gordon Hall was a two year 
starter and it will hurt to lose him because 
he always came to the matches ready and 
played hard.” Newcomers Emily Berardi 
(1) and Emily Burns (1) also impacted the 
team. Coach Bernazzani praised their play 
stating, “The key additions of Emily Burns 
and Emily Berardi were substantial to the 
success we had this season. They have a 
bright future in golf ahead of them. Berardi 
is looking to play college golf, either D3 or 
Dz.” The team looks to succeed next year 
despite losing its senior leadership. When 
asked about the future, Golf Coach Bernaz- 
zani said, “Ryan “The Future” Dougherty 
(IID will look to lead a young team next 
year and I think he will be very capable 
of doing so. He improved greatly from his 
freshman to sophomore year, and I think 
the sky is the limit as far as his golfing 
abilities. The future is bright for the BLS 
golf team, and I look forward to the 2011 
campaign.” 


No Prob 


(IV), Michaela Harrington (IV), Michelle 
Shen (V) and Maddie Kilgannon (IV) are 
continuing to make names for themselves, 
proving to be potential legendary team 
leaders in the future. 

Behind the scenes, there are plenty 
of names to be noted. This year’s team 
prides itself on spirit. We are an ener- 
getic and bonded bunch. Ciara Murphy 
(II), Aisling Kerr (II) and Delia Ridge 
Creamer (II) provide constant energy 
and entertainment to the team; there is 
never a dull moment around these three 
members. “What’s there to say? It’s a 
good environment, especially this year. 
The team’s more unified than ever,” says 


6 Murphy (ID. It can be said with confi- 
a dence that the team will be left in good 
* hands after our departure. 


Still, 2011 is a class that will certainly 
never be forgotten by Bruce Conley—or, 
that is what we would like to think. We 
have given our hearts to this team and 
have formed a rare bond, rich in loyalty 
that cannot be beat. Life-lasting friend- 
ships and inspiring lectures from one of 
the greatest coaches we will ever encoun- 
ter are only some of the things we will take 
away. The awful chlorine smell that takes 
too many showers to remove will not last 
us too much longer, but the memories we 
have made will last forever. 

As for the rest of the team? They 
will make their own memories and leave 
their own marks. And, of course, we will 
come to check in every once in a while. 
They will never get rid of 2011. 


Spotlight 
Jonlyn Englert 


By ELEANor Harter, I 
STAFF WRITER 


Found somewhere on the mean 
streets of Rozzi is Jonlyn “D-Money” En- 
glert. Since infancy, she has been draining 
38, hitting homeruns, and scoring hat tricks 
with ease. Even today she can be found 
performing these impressive feats in 
school or wreaking havoc in her native 
Roslindale. 

I have known Jonlyn Englert since 
I was four years old. We have gone to 
school together for 14 years now, and 
she has been my best friend as long as I 
care to remember. Over the entirety of 
our friendship, she has been the most 
athletically-inclined girl that I know. In 
first grade, she won the “Most Athletic” 
award to prove it. In elementary school, 
she was the girl who could never hang out 
because she always had a game, a practice, 
or both. She still is. 

Jonlynentered Boston Latin School in 
the seventh grade, and she quickly became a 
force to be reckoned with. In fact, she 
joined the Junior Varsity soccer team in 
August, before she even began attending 
BLS. That same year, she made the Fresh- 
man basketball team and the JV softball 
team. She quickly moved through the 
ranks of all three teams and eventually 
arrived at where every athlete wants to 
be: the top. Not only is she one of the 
few senior girls who plays three sports, 
but she is also captain of all three of her 
teams. I think it is safe to say that Jonlyn 
is not only one of the most prominent 
athletes of our senior class, but of all 
of the classes in recent memory. She 
has spent so much of her Latin School 
career on the playing field and she 
has so much to show for it that there 
is no doubt that the time spent has 
been worth it. 

Jonlyn is not just focused on her ath- 
letics. She is also incredibly hardworking 
off the field. We have only had one class 
at BLS together, but it is clear that she 
is diligent in every one of her scholastic 
pursuits. She has been in the percussion 
section of the band since Sixie year. She 
is truly a loyal friend; she has always been 
there to lend a hand to anyone. She is 
hilarious and can always make people 
laugh. 

Jonlyn wants to pursue a career 
in the medical field, and I know that 
she will be incredibly successful. She 
is one of the most caring people I 
know, and I think she is well-known 
for this. Regardless of what she chooses 
to do, I know that Jonlyn will be doing 
even bigger and greater things in the years 
to come. 
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traded to the Miami Heat? 


Yes 


No 


By MIkE WoJEwonzic, II 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


By Kevin McCann, II 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


People all around the world believe that LeBron James’ 
decision to join the Miami Heat was a poor decision on his part. 
I, on the other hand, think differently. 

LeBron chose to join the Miami Heat for rational and 
well-thought-out reasons. First off, he knows that Miami is a 
winning organization (they won the championship back in 2006) 
that has consistently made the playoffs since Dwayne Wade ar- 
rived. LeBron showcased his talent when he was playing for the 
Cavaliers, winning league Most Valuable Player (MVP) two years 
in a row and gave the city of Cleveland a hope of winning the 
championship. As history has proven, however, no matter how 
good a player is, he cannot win the championship alone. 

Michael Jordan did not win a championship until his sev- 
enth year in the league, when Scottie Pippen arrived and helped 
the Bulls become a historic and impressive dynasty. Kobe Bry- 
ant could not have won without a legitimate big-man and Paul 
Pierce could not have succeeded without Ray Allen and Kevin 
Garnett. Should we really blame LeBron for choosing to be with 
two other superstars also at the peak of their careers? They are 
certainly more valuable to LeBron than a power forward like 
Antwan Jamison, who was destroyed in the playoffs by Kevin 
Garnett. I would rather take Chris Bosh and Dwayne Wade 
any day of the week. 

If it was not for “The Decision” AKA the most boring, 
self-serving hour in television history, which raised three mil- 
lion dollars for the Boys and Girls Club, I do not think people 
would make a big deal out of LeBron coming to Miami. Why 
do we criticize LeBron for making the same move the “Big 3” 
made in Boston during the 2008 season? Look how that turned 
out. I support LeBron’s decision. I can completely see his point 
of view. He doesn't want to end up like Charles Barkley: ring- 
less. He wants to be considered one of the best players to ever 
play the game of basketball, and everyone knows that the only 
way you can prove your dominance is by leading your team to 
a championship. He obviously knows that the decision to join 
the Miami Heat could come back to haunt him if he doesn't win 
any rings while with that team. If he does, though, I don't see 
how he wouldn't be considered among the top players to have 
ever played the game. 

To be considered one of the league’s top players despite 
having such great amounts of help from teammates is certainly 
difficult. But it certainly did not stop players like Larry Bird, 
Magic Johnson, Kareem Abdul-Jabaar or Kevin McHale. In 
my opinion, LeBron choosing Miami Heat over any other team 
means that he wants to win. There are many people who say he 
took the easy way out. If LeBron, did not choose Miami, however, 
he would end up without a ring and with terrible knees by the 
age of 32 (see Vince Carter). Since LeBron did choose Miami, he 
has the opportunity to win several rings and be a part of one of 
the most exciting teams in league history. As long as they play 
unselfishly and live up to their promise to be the best defensive 
team in league history, I'll have fun watching them make ridicu- 
lous chase-down blocks and double alley-oops in the National 
Basketball Association (NBA) Finals for the next six years. 


LeBron James’ “Decision” to move from the Cleve- 
land, his hometown, to the star-studded Miami Heat on 
July 8, 2010 shocked the world. Having been drafted in ’o03 
by the Cavaliers, he had said again and again that he wanted 
to stay in Cleveland for the entirety of his career. The more 
LeBron played in Cleveland, the more general manager Dan 
Gilbert tried to build a championship team around him and 
the more the city of Cleveland adored him. Gilbert brought 
in one of the greatest big men of all time, Shaquille O’Neal, 
and a perennial All-Star, Antwan Jamison. Having been de- 
prived of a championship in any sport for eons, Cleveland 
was excited that “King James” would finally bring them a 
NBA title. However, this was clearly not the meant to be. As 
the years progressed the Cavaliers kept letting down its fans time 
after time in the playoffs. With LeBron under ever-mounting 
pressure due to his inability to lead his team to a title, he decided 
to leave the Cavs, devastating his long time fans in the town of 
Akron, the city of Cleveland, and the entire United States of 
America. 

LeBron’s decision to play for the Miami Heat with two 
of the best players in the league is an utter aberration. For 
decades now, sports have been based on pure competition, 
taking out and defeating every opponent you play and not 
stopping until you do so. If you lose to your opponent, you 
do not just sit around and cry about it; you shake it off and 
wait for the next opportunity to defeat them. There is no 
satisfaction in winning a title if you have to have two of the 
best players in the league on your side. LeBron’s decision to 
play for the Heat has severely tarnished his reputation, as he is 
now just another player that can win an NBA title, not a player 
that can carry his team on his shoulders to the pinnacle of 
NBA greatness. It would seem LeBron simply can't mentally 
and emotionally handle doing it himself, as several sportscasters 
noted after his implosion in two recent postseason runs. When 
Charles Barkley failed to win an NBA title on numerous occa- 
sions, he did not leave the Houston Rockets to find an All-Star 
team with which he could finally earn that glory; he wanted to 
have the self-satisfaction of leading his team to the top of the 
basketball world. Now, LeBron is no longer “King James.” He is 
just part of an exciting trio that may possibly win an NBA title 
or two. 

LeBron’s decision to go to the Heat is slowly legitimatiz- 
ing an atmosphere characterized by a lack of competitiveness 
in the NBA. If players cannot win NBA titles with their own 
teams while putting up big numbers, they can just earn a huge 
contract with another team and slowly bring in the All-Stars so 
they can finally gain the title. LeBron James, who is gradually 
becoming the face of the NBA as he approaches the prime of 
his career, should not need a former NBA champion in Dwayne 
Wade and an All-Star in Chris Bosh in order to win a title. He 
should have the motivation, the drive, and the talent to do it by 
himself. In this day and age, if one of the best basketball players 
in the world is defined by the cliché, “if you can’t beat them, 
join them,” where is the world headed? 


Spotlight 


Kenneth Terry 
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By Nick D'AGcostTINo, I 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


He is a man of many names. Ken- 
neth. Zacharius. Robert. Terry. But for 
the first ten years of our friendship, he was 
known only as “Z.” Son of the great Ken- 
neth and Lisa Terry, he was raised in Hyde 
Park and was the first person I knew to 
have a Sega. Kenneth and I go way back. 
Maybe too far back. All the way to pre-K in 
Miss Suman’s class. In case you are 
wondering, he has always been like this: 
abrasive, outgoing friendly, loud, and un- 
able to spell (in third grade he asked me 
how to spell “who” and I still don’t think 
he can do it). 

But all kidding aside, Kenneth is a 
good kid and a great friend. There was 
only a two year window in my entire 
life where I did not see Kenneth Terry 
on a regular basis. So needless to say I 
think I know the kid pretty well at this 
point. He’s a very energetic kid who is 
eager to have fun and is always there 
to crack a joke, which usually involves 
“that’s what she said”, or something 
about being a bro, or impersonating 
Chris Rock or Dave Chappelle. The 
best way by far to describe him has to 
be just Kenneth being Kenneth. But 
there is another side to him. The side 
not everyone gets to see and I was lucky 
enough to get to know. 

Kenneth isn’t just a crazy kid who 
tries to be funny all the time. He is also a 
very loyal friend and a very determined 
guy all around. And when he wants 
something, he will work as hard as he can 
to get it. The best example of this has 
been his contribution to the BLS football 
team. Number twenty-four has been on 
the football team since eighth grade and 
continues to dish out devastating hits 
from the outside linebacker and fullback 
positions and scored the only touchdown 
in the win over Bedford. He has been 
a major part of the team for his entire 
high school career and will continue this 
trend through the Thanksgiving game vs. 
Boston English. 

In a nutshell, Kenneth is a good 
kid. And once we all go our separate 
ways after this year, I am going to miss 
the big guy. Especially the random, 
unannounced visits to my house in the 
middle of the summer, the awkward 
situations he has put me in over the 
years, but most of all just the wild antics 
he performs on a day-to-day basis. So if 
you somehow don’t know Kenneth, you 
should get to know him while you still 
have the chance. 
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By AIDEN GREENE, IV 
& Gabe Diop, I 


CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 


The start to this year’s football 
season at Boston Latin School was not 
ideal. With losses on all three levels 
both at home and away, the team did 
not come out of the gate as hot as they 
would have liked. Yet at 2-5 and with 
one of the best defenses in the Dual 
County League, the boys are more com- 
petitive this year in the DCL than in 
recent years past. 

Unfortunately, health has also been 
an issue. Linebacker Gabe “Goggles” 
Calmon (1), one of the toughest kids BLS 
football has ever seen, has been playing 
the last few games with a back injury and 
has still been dominating. Brendan Casey 
(I) is also a defensive powerhouse, but 
suffers from bad knees. Other players, 
such as Dylan Chung (I) and Jhalen Bien- 
Aime (IID), have also had their fair share 
of minor injuries. Even so, BLS has proved 


Can't Stop, 


SPORTS - 


BLS FOOTBALL GETTIN' IT DONE 
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itself as a gritty and relentless squad by 
manning up and playing through a variety 
of handicaps, from Chung not being able 
to kick to Casey being incapacitated by 
the aftereffects of some chicken sand- 
whiches. 

Don’t be fooled, this is a strong 


team, even if the record might show 
otherwise. “The team has been play- 
ing hard but we’ re just not getting the 
breaks we need. We just need a few more 
kids to step up, and we’ Il be fine for 
the upcoming games,” remarks Calmon. 
Several key role players have stepped 


up to become big factors, like tight end 
Mike McDonough (I). Kenneth Terry 
(I) gave one of, if not the best, showing 
of his career in a 9-6 win over Bedford, 
racking up 80 rushing yards and the only 
BLS touchdown. Chung kicked a 40-yard 
game-winning fieldgoal. Young talents 
including quarterback Miles Wright (IID 
and running back Jhlaen Bien-Aime (IID 
have also played key roles this season, as 
they will for several upcoming years. 
Win or lose, it is impossible to ques- 
tion the team’s unwavering work ethic. 
The whole team works in practice, from 


2 the stars to the players that rarely get 


off the bench. Gabe Diop (1) says that 
“Players like Kevin Gribaudo (1) should 
not be overlooked. He is the reason that 
I make it through the three hour practices 
every day.” 

BLS football has been the butt of 
many jokes in recent, win-deprived years. 
But make no mistake; this is a tight-knit, 
hard-working and fully dedicated family 
of athletes with one clear goal: win. 


Cheerleaders Getting in the Zone 


By Jutta CALDWELL, IT 
& Bripcet NEE, II 


CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 


How do Boston Latin School’s 
cheerleaders find the time to balance their 
athletics and academics? Amidst more 
than ten hours of grueling practice per 
week, cheering on the beloved football 
team on Friday nights, weekend visits to 
the gym, looming competitions and the 
occasional spirit bag, they barely have 
time for themselves as it is. 

Like most athletes at BLS, the 
cheerleaders pour nearly all of their extra 
time into games and practices. Setting out 
to make a name for themselves this year at 
the Dual County League championship, 
they have made their practices more rig- 
orous and time consuming than ever. For 
most of us, the 2:15 P.M. bell signifies the 
end of a long day. At 2:15 P.M., however, 
the cheerleaders’ work is just beginning. 

From Monday to Friday, the cheer- 
leaders spend close to three hours in the 
gym, tirelessly perfecting jumps, stunts 
and routines. Led by Captains Marie Kelly 
(1), Becca Jackson (D and Ashleigh “AP” 
Primack (II), the squad is focused on 
dominating the DCL championship with 
hopes of qualifying for future competi- 
tions. Going up against schools like rival 
Westford Academy, the girls are intensely 
preparing for a tough competition under 
Coach Shana Melcher (Class of ’06). 

Despite such an overwhelming 
schedule, the cheerleaders are still held to 
the same academic standards as the rest 
of the student body. Thanks to a popular 
new program known as “The Zone,” this 


year’s squad is just as aca- 
demically sound as it is 
physically conditioned. 
Administered by Tufts 
graduate Joe Cappellano, 
“The Zone,” located in 
Room 322, is designed to 
aid scholar-athletes. “The 
Zone” provides a space 
for athletes to complete 
work, participate in ath- 
lete-to-athlete mentoring 
and seek outside tutoring. 
While this room is open 
to athletes during study 
periods, do not be fooled. 
“The Zone” is not just an 
excuse to cop out of having 
to do work in study. While 
“The Zone” allows for peer 
tutoring and group work, it 
is not the place to hang out 
and talk about last night’s 
episode of the Jersey Shore. 
Two days a week, the 
cheerleaders are required 
to report to “The Zone” 
for a study hall before 
practice. This time allows 
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for the cheerleaders to get a jumpstart on 
their homework. “Sometimes we don’t 
get out of practice until after eight, and 
by the time we get home all we want to 
do is sleep,” admitted Bethany Castellano 
(II). “If anyone doesn’t understand home- 
work, there’s always other girls who know 
how to help.” This way, the cheerleaders 
are able to use each others’ strengths to 
make up for any individual’s weakness, 
exercising the very basis of teamwork. 


(Volley)Ballers Head 


By AISLING Kerr, IT 


& Lypia Feperico, IT 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 


The end of October is here again, 
and the girls’ volleyball team is in its 
usual position, anticipating the end of 
their regular season and preparing for the 
exciting postseason. In what has come 
to be nearly a custom here at Boston 
Latin School, the dedicated and delight- 
ful (volley)ballers, a team of six seniors, 
six juniors and a single sophomore, have 
once again shown that they are not to be 
underestimated. As Rachel Wolsfelt (II) 
calls herself and her graceful teammates, 
“The Princesses of the Upper Gym” got 


off to a great start in September, flaunting 
their shiny new uniforms, and even more 
importantly, winning their first five games. 
In those five games, “The Westie Girls,” 
Courtney Hoban, Chloe Lane, Laura Sul- 
livan and Molly McCormick (all Class ID), 
teamed up with their best friends, “The 
Townie Towers,” Claire Zimmerman 
(also Class II) and Wolsfelt to lead the 
Wolfpack to crushing victories over any- 
one who dared to cross their path. They 
have dominated Needham High School, 
Boston Latin Academy, Arlington High 
School, Wayland High School and the 
ever-hated Acton-Boxboro High School. 
Midway through the promising season, the 
team suffered a serious blow when their 


In coming together to help each other 
on schoolwork, the cheerleaders develop 
as individuals as well as a functioning 
unit. “It’s great being able to have a good 
practice without the anticipation of a 
long night of homework. It has all the 
resources we need to complete an assign- 
ment,” says Casey Gover (II). “By getting 
some homework out of the way, it’s a lot 
easier to shake off the stress of school and 
focus on what needs to get done during 


practice,” adds Ruby Rollins (ID. In a 
sport that calls for complicated routines 
and dangerous stunts, there is no room 
for slacking off at practice. When hurl- 
ing a teammate several feet in the air, it 
is probably better to not be preoccupied 
with worries about school. 

With competitions right around the 
corner and a growing practice schedule, it 
is crunch time for the cheerleading squad. 
Wolfpack, put your paws up! 


for State Tournament 


star setter, senior Sophia Trinh (D, injured 
her ankle during the game against Newton 
South High School. Another senior, Thu 
Tran (1), quickly stepped up to the posi- 
tion, one that she had never played before, 
and has been doing an outstanding job. 
Captains Zimmerman and Hoban, both 
juniors, have been motivating the girls 
to keep going, leading them to pick up 
a few more wins through late September 
and early October. Bella Coyne (II) has 
remained a dedicated fan throughout the 
season, coming to support the team in 11 of 
their 14 games. She commented on their 
success, “Even though I tried out for the 
team in August and got cut, I still wanted 
to show my support for this amazing team. 


They all have such chemistry on the court; 
watching them play is like watching a 
Broadway show. It is a truly inspirational 
performance. It’s no wonder their season 
has gotten off to such a great start.” 

The team’s standing record is 8-6. 
With one more win, the team will be eli- 
gible for the State Tournament. Last year, 
the girls lost their first game of the play- 
offs to Brookline High School. Though 
devastated about the loss at the time, the 
girls have used the defeat as a learning 
experience and as serious motivation to 
make sure to uphold the Latin name this 
season. There is no doubt that these girls 
seek to wreak havoc in the postseason 
this year. 
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What Is America's True Pastime? 


By Nick D'Acostino, I 


STAFFWRITER 


By JoHN Mcecrartn, I 
STAFF WRITER 


Be honest. How many of you watched the World Series? 
A game? An inning? An at-bat? Did you even know the game 
was going on? Probably not. How many of you watched the 
Super Bowl? That’s right, all of you. Even if you are one of 
those people who knows nothing about sports whatsoever, you 
most likely went to a Super Bowl party and were fully aware 
of who won. That is what separates football from every other 
sport in America, especially baseball. Perhaps at one time, de- 
cades ago, baseball was the biggest sport in this country. The 
country has evolved and so has the people’s appreciation of 
good sports. 

You may ask, “What is so great about football?” and 
I would be happy to answer, “Everything.” I could end the 
discussion with that, but I will continue for the sake of a 
good argument. The game is so fast paced and exciting down 
to the last minute. It is not often that you watch an uninterest- 
ing football game on any Sunday. With all due respect to base- 
ball, people keep records of how many hours the games take. I 
don’t know about you but when I’m watching a sporting event 
I don’t think to myself, “Oh I hope this is the longest game 
ever!” It is about quality, not quantity and football packs a 
punch that is hard to match. 

Also, fantasy football may be one of the most popular 
games in this country. So many people play and bet (only in Las 
Vegas, of course) on the games, and it only builds the excitement 
and anticipation of each game each week. 

One of the prominent reasons why football has to be 
considered America’s sport is the amount of marketing 
and advertising done with football players. Every sport gets 
its due in this country, but football does more than others. 
Whether youknow their names or not, players like Tom Brady, 
Peyton Manning, Drew Brees and Troy Polamalu, to name 
a few, are everywhere today. They are all over commercials, 
television shows and public events. Although baseball players 
are very relevant in today’s society, football players take the 
cake bya large margin. Do not take my word for it that football 
is America’s sport, just look around. Would all these 
million-dollar companies make these players their 
spokespeople if they were secondary to baseball players? 
Nope. 

The best part about football is what separates it from the 
pack and how thrilling it is. Now, of course, this is a pretty sub- 
jective argument, but just hear me out. Last weekend, with four 
seconds left in the game, the Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback 
David Garrard threw a last chance Hail Mary pass to the end 
zone. A defender swatted the ball down, but it was promptly 
caught by a Jacksonville receiver who ran into the end zone and 
won the game for his team. Not only do I not care at all about 
the city of Jacksonville, but I am also not the biggest Jaguars fan 
ever, to say the least. But this play had me on my feet jumping 
up and down excitedly. I have seen walk-off home runs live at 
Fenway Park, and it could not compare to the excitement of 
this play on television. 

Sure, you could say that baseball is this country's pastime, 
and nobody would disagree. But let's live in the present here, 
people. As Bob Dylan once said. "The times they are a-chang- 
ing." John McGrath probably never heard that song. But that 
probaby doesn't make it any less true. 


Baseball has always been America’s pastime. It is syn- 
onymous with everything America stands for: originality, hard 
work and opportunity. Why football is even considered beats 
me. After all, how original can a sport be if it has to steal its 
name from another sport that is dominated by European and 
African countries? The same goes for all these new-age sports, 
like lacrosse. Sorry for all you “lax bros” out there, but the only 
reason you are playing a Canadian sport like lacrosse in the spring 
instead of baseball is because you were not able to do the hardest 
thing in sports: hit a baseball. 

Yes, hitting a baseball is the hardest thing in sports, and it 
is severely underrated. Try putting a 90 miles per hour baseball 
into play consistently. It takes hard work and a lot of practice 
just to be able to hit the ball 30 percent of the time. If Tom 
Brady only completed 30 percent of his passes, New England 
would still be without a win in the Super Bowl. If Randy Moss 
only caught 30 percent of the balls thrown to him, we would 
be deprived of his crazy antics such as mooning the crowd. But 
then again, that is just another point for baseball. There is no 
excessive celebration; it is pure sportsmanship and class. Dustin 
Pedroia has never tried to “Teach Us How to Dougie” after a 
home-run or a close play at plate. If he signs a ball and throws it 
into the stands, he does it to bring a smile to a fan’s face, unlike 
some people who do it for their own personal celebrity (cough, 
Terrell Owens, cough). 

Baseball players do not need the excessive celebration 
because they know that their actions helped their team. That 
is enough satisfaction as it is. They work hard to make the cut 
and work even harder to pull off that one single play that makes 
the difference between a championship team and a losing team. 
Whether it is a sacrifice bunt or a ground ball, there is no sport 
other than baseball where practice and repetition pay off. That 
is what hard work comes down to. Any common neanderthal 
with a helmet can clap their hands on the opposite sides of an 
airborne pigskin. He is even more capable of colliding with 
another common neanderthal. Football is not hard; baseball is. 
It takes hard work to excel. 

It is no wonder why the first codified game of baseball 
was played in Hoboken, New Jersey, home to the “salt-of-the- 
earth working” class of America and your one and only Bruce 
Springsteen. Even though both sports were “Born in the U.S.A,” 
baseball clearly reigns supremely in terms of being a pastime. 
You can even feel the difference when you are sitting in a seat 
in the nostalgic and energetic Fenway Park on a beautiful spring 
or summer night, compared to the bitter frost of a fall or winter 
afternoon at Gillette Stadium. The atmosphere is more enjoyable 
at Fenway Park. There really is no contest. Before I bring my 
argument to an end, however, think about what else America 
stands for: WINNING. World War I? We won it. World 
War Il? We won it. America is all about winning. Now take 
that concept and put it on a smaller scale, specifically, our own 
Boston Latin School community. BLS Football finished this year 
with three wins, which they should be proud of because they 
have not had more than two wins in a season in like, forever! 
BLS Baseball, on the other hand, went to the State Tournament 
last year. This just proves my point that, whether it is on a large 
scale or small scale, baseball is clearly more American and more 
of a pastime than football. 


Spotlight 
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By MEGAN Duckworth, I 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


If you do not know my best friend 
Marie Kelly, I want you to say “hi” to her 
the next chance you get, or at least give 
her a wink. I guarantee you will make 
a new friend. I know you have heard 
her infectious laugh, heard her lead our 
dedicated cheer squad, or heard one of 
her renditions of oldies, country songs, or 
“Ridin’ Solo” (regardless of the fact that 
she has the memory of Dory from Finding 
Nemo for song lyrics). Some say she has 
an “intimidating look” in the halls, but it's 
bologna . Her gorgeous face is just stuck 
like that. Marie “Dougie Master Flex” 
Kelly is the most social, outgoing and 
likable person I know. She has a presence 
that lights up a room and makes everyone 
around her feel good. Marie has the abil- 
ity to bring out the best in others, while 
“loving cloud nine” herself. Not only does 
she tear it up on the social scene, she also 
does work on both the playing field and 
in the classroom. 

I met Marie playing third and fourth 
grade basketball. Since her tiny physique 
is not exactly cut out for the sport and she 
has a need for speed (which she shows off 
in her new fresh new whip), she instead 
chose to grace the Boston Latin School 
track team with her talents ever since the 
eighth grade. She has been a key part of 
the softball team since freshman year, and 
“Nurse” Marie is especially handy when 
someone gets hurt. My baby girl’s forte 
is cheerleading. She has been a captain 
for two years and stunted for the team 
that went to Nationals when she was only 
a sophomore. She displays her incred- 
ible athletic ability with her amazingly 
flexible scorpions while cheering on our 
Wolfpack. Make sure you look for her 
gravity-defying gymnastic abilities and her 
nasty Dougie at the pep rally! 

Marie provides support for every- 
one who knows her and is a vital part of 
our senior class. She is always offering to 
organize and lead us, whether by collect- 
ing money or by destroying the juniors in 
Powderpuff. We need her, and so does 
everyone else she knows. As a friend, I 
can always count on her. 

Marie is especially family-oriented. 
Her large Irish family would not be com- 
plete without her caring ways and sneaky 
pranks (she just put her dad’s shoes in the 
shower as a pleasant morning surprise, and 
they have grown fungus nicely). Marie is 
always helping her aunts, uncles, cousins 
and grandmother. She can take on any 
responsibility. For instance, she organized 
a big, successful surprise party for her par- 
ents’ 25th Anniversary this past summer. 

This superwoman somehow finds 
time to do well in all her classes and have 
fun at the same time. I’m so happy that 
she loves all of her classes this year and has 
already finished applying to college (eal- 
ous, too). Whichever college the “guap” 
Marie goes to next year, I know it will be 
lucky to have her. 
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Big Moves in NCAA — Choke-free in 2010 


By JONATHAN CLIFFORD, I 
STAFF WRITER 


The 2010 college football season 
is almost over, but has had its fair share of 
excitement so far. The season started with 
controversy and preseason decisions that 
will revamp the sport for years to come. 
Reggie Bush became the first Heisman 
Trophy Winner to give up the trophy 
for breaking NCAA rules while at the 
University of Southern California. This 
resulted in the Trojans being placed on 
probation, a loss of scholarships, and not 
being able to go to a bowl game for two 
years. Major conferences like the Pac 10 
and Big 10 are expanding starting with the 
2011 season. Colorado is joining the Pac 
10 from the Big 12 and a new conference 
called the Pac 12 will be created. Nebraska 
has chosen to leave the Big 12 and join 
the Big 10. The Big 10 will be split into a 
two division, six team conference and will 
feature a conference championship game 
for the first time in history. Long time 
rivals Michigan and Ohio State will be in 
separate divisions, but will still continue 
their annual rivalry 
each year. 

Defending 
national champion 
Alabama opened the | 
season ranked num- 
ber one and held that 
ranking until losing 
at South Carolina 35- 
21. Ohio State (who 
was ranked number 
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CAM NEWTON MAKES HIS PRESENCE FELT 


13 win over the California Golden Bears. 
The Ducks may be the highest ranked 
team this year, but they do not have the 
best player in the nation. 

Cam Newton is the Heisman 
Trophy front runner and plays for the 
undefeated number -two ranked Auburn 
Tigers. Newton was a backup quarterback 
for Tim Tebow at the University of Flor- 
ida for two years and decided to transfer 
from Florida after Tebow announced he 
would return for his senior season. Trans- 
ferring to Blinn College in Texas, Newton 
revived his career and played stellar foot- 
ball. His recent success led the Auburn 
Tigers to recruit Newton and he has 
led to the Tigers to a birth in the South 
Eastern Conference championship game. 
Should they go undefeated the rest of 
the regular season, Newton will lead the 
Tigers to their first Bowl Championship 
Series (B.C.S) appearance. Newton has 
thrown for over 20 touchdowns and over 
2000 yard, but unfortunately has been 
overshadowed by a scandal. Reports 
have surfaced about NCAA infractions 
committed in the recruiting process of 

- Newton to Auburn 
but Newton has con- 
NY tinued to play and 
jj) in the spotlight has 
played well. 

With the sea- 
=son coming to a close 
zevery year the same 
Equestion is brought 
<up: should there be a 

playoff? Many people 


4 
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two behind Alabama for the whole sea- 
son) took over the number one ranking. 
The Buckeyes’ reign as number one only 
lasted one week as they were upset in 
Wisconsin 31-18. Oregon became the 
third team of the season to be ranked 
number one and currently hold the top 
ranking. The Ducks are led by a strong 
defense and have proved able to win tough 
games on the road, as shown in their 15- 


do not like the B.C.S computer rankings 
that determine the top two teams to 
play in the championship game. Teams 
like Boise State and Texas Christian 
University are undefeated but do not play 
in major conferences, so they miss out 
on the championship game. If the top 
two teams win the rest of their games, 
Auburn will play Oregon for the national 
championship. 


By MIke TomasinI, I 
Sports Epitor 


I know. I said it last year. And the 
year before. And the one before that. But 
Thonestly believe that the Bruins can win 
it all this year. 


snipes and even jumping into a fight or 
two when necessary. Despite all of the 
buzz surrounding Horton, the talk of the 
town has been the young gun Tyler Seguin, 
who was taken second overall by the B’s 
this year in the draft. Though he has only 
been filling a minor role thus far in the sea- 
son, it is clear 
that Seguin 
is someone 
that Bruins 
fans can look 
forward to 
seeing light 
the goal lamp 
for years to 
come. 
New 
acquisitions 
aside, there 
has been one 


e€as- 


ily trumps all 


The Boston Bruins, or the B’s, have 
gotten off to another strong start this 
season, yet all the doubters are going to 
say the same old things: “They'll choke in 
the playoffs,” “The players don’t even care 
about winning the Cup” and the always 
present “Just fire the owners.” I will admit 
that I found myself thinking the same 
things after our embarrassing defeat at the 
hands of the Philadelphia Flyers to end 
last year’s playoff run. We were up three to 
nothing and we just gave it up! How could 
a Bruins fan not have gone into a deep 
depression after that? As always, however, 
the B’s wrangled me back in. 

This off-season created more excite- 
ment than any in recent memory. The 
Bruins swapped notorious defenseman 
Dennis Wideman for Nathan Horton of 
the Florida Panthers in a move that has 
proved highly beneficial to both teams. 
Horton has been a veritable force for the 
B’s, providing crushing hits, top corner 


others. Tim “The Tank” Thomas has sup- 
planted Tuukka Rask, who was thought 
to be the future of the franchise, as the 
B’s starting goaltender. He also leads the 
National Hockey League in nearly every 
stat category, and he is at the very least in 
the top three for every other category. No 
one expected to see Timmy T standing at 
10-1, with Rask having played in just five 
games. Needless to say, it is a fantastic 
situation for the B’s. 

I will be the first one to concede 
that it is too often that the name “Bruins” 
turns into “Ruins” and that this team with 
such high potential becomes wholly un- 
worthy of interest. This season, however, 
I really do believe in my B’s. Come June, 
the name of each member of the Boston 
Bruins will be engraved upon Lord Stan- 
ley’s legendary cup. 

If they disappoint me again, I give 
up. I'll find something new to do with 
my life. 


Get a Kick Outta Girls Soccer 


GOOOOAAAAAAAAALLLLLLLLLLLL! 


greeted by some 
solid additions to 
the coaching staff: 
JV Coach Daniela 
DeSousa, sporting 
a nurturing spirit, 
killer Spanish ac- 
cent and a shared 
love (with me) for 
Modern Family, 
and the Assistant 
Varsity coach 
Leigh Wojo, who 
has proven to be 
a fist-bumping as 
well as fist-pump- 
ing champ. 

Due in large 
part to Coach D’s 
toughness, the JV 
team had more 
wins than I can eas- 
ily remember, win- 
= ning a huge victory 
& of 3-0 at the end of 
= the season against 


By AISLINN Twouic, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


If one looked at our varsity record 
of one win and some ridiculous amount of 
losses, considered the fact that our team 
has adopted the expression “Oh you fancy, 
huh?", insisted on blurting out on occa- 
sions ranging from pulling a fancy move 
(a.k.a “danglefest!”) to rocking a “southie 
bun” (introduced by Allison “Auntie Flo” 


Florentino (I)), or even the fact that we 
were only supplied a short bus to get to 
practice, it would be easy to get the wrong 
idea about the Girls’ Soccer team. 
Contrary to the belief that we are 
“all play and no work,” the Girls Varsity 
and Junior Varsity soccer teams got down 
to some serious business this year under 
Head Coach Encarnacao and goalkeeper 
Coach “Nelly” Nelson. This year at try- 
outs, new and old team prospects were 


Waltham. There 
were several JV season stand-out perfor- 
mances from players like newcomer Hilary 
“Hi Larry” Rockett (V) and golden glove 
goalie (known also for her risky fashion 
choices) Maddie Grover (IID), who to- 
gether ensure a lot of promise for seasons 
to come. J V’s spectacular talent all around 
will surely result in some competition for 
open Varsity positions next season. 
Varsity also had one of its most 
exciting and successful seasons to date 


led by captains Jonlyn Englert (1), Katie 
Woo Rainer (I) and Christiana Hynds (1). 
Though we are known for our struggles 
in the Dual County League against the 
dreaded “hyphenated towns” in the past, 
this year we pulled off some amazing per- 
sonal victories like holding the massive 
Lincoln-Sudbury giants to 1-o at home, 
and keeping beastly Acton-Boxboro at 
3-0, a game typically lost by at least five 
goals. Along with these impressive num- 
bers this year's Varsity squad also had one 
DCL All-Star Keturah “K-baby” Gordon 
(III), and three honorable mentions, 
Christiana Hynds (1), Elizabeth “Lizzy 
Jizzy” Jiang (ID) and Zoe Crawford (IID). 

The reverberations of “We got this 
Latin! Let’s get it back girls!” echoing from 
our bench through Millennium Park after 
Waltham pulled ahead with seconds to 
go on our senior night reflects the very 
core of our team; it reflects the relentless 
effort, resilient spirit and tremendous 
amount of heart that all the Varsity girls 
played with up until that final whistle in a 
way that the score never could. Even with 
our heads in our hands and tears stream- 
ing down our faces, the seniors Jonlyn “J- 
Ling” Englert, Katie “Geisha Woo Woo” 
Rainer, “Lady Warrior” Christiana Hynds, 
Allison “A-Flo” Florentino, Ruby “Salmon 
Potlick” Sarron, Kathleen “Weenie” 
Gillespie, Meaghan “Mellser” Melly and 
I can be sure that the teams traditions 
of crazy dancing, chanting, singing and 
laughing won’t die with the class of 2011; 
the team is surely in good hands for years 
to come. 
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Pats Going Strong 


By AIDEN Price, IV 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


The Patriots season so far has had its 
ups and downs. On the up side, their record 
is 7-2, putting them on top in the Atlantic 
Football Conference (AFC) East. They 
have also had impressive wins over Miami, 
Pittsburgh and Cincinnati. Generally, this 
is a good way to start off the season. On 
the downside, one of their losses was to 
the Cleveland Browns, a loss which the 
Patriots were clearly not too pleased about. 
Also, injuries from Stephen Gostkowski 


after the Dolphins game where he did not 
make a single catch, the first time this had 
ever happened since he put on a Patriots 
uniform. He contacted his agents to tell 
Belichick to trade him as soon as possible. 
Moss spoke about the trade during the pre- 
season, “When you have done so much and 
put so much work in, it kind of feels like I 
am not wanted." Quarterback Tom Brady 
would say differently. Brady was always a 
fan of Moss. In his first season with the 
Patriots on 2007, Moss was responsible for 
23 of the 50 touchdowns Brady threw that 
season. Randy Moss’ replacement is Deion 


Browns’ offense pummeled the Patriots’ 
defense, and the defense had expert cov- 
erage cutting off many of Brady’s passing 
opportunities. After this game, the Browns 
are a team to reckon with. 

Not all of the important games, 
however, ended in loss. The Patriots had 
a close 23-20 victory over the Baltimore 
Ravens in overtime. Deion Branch really 
pulled through this game, with catches set- 
ting up Stephen Gostkowski for two field 
goals. Branch also had a five-yard touch- 
down, bringing the score to 20-17. Then 
he had three catches enabling Gostkowski 


and preseason injury to Wes Welker have 
impacted the team in a negative light, mak- 
ing strong wins much harder to achieve. 
As we know from last issue, the Randy 
Moss trade can be interpreted either as 
good or bad. 

The Randy Moss trade has been 
talked about a lot. He was sent back to 
the Minnesota Vikings, the team that 
the Pats picked him up from in 2007. Bill 
Belichick said that he was “grateful” for 
coaching Moss and that he wished him the 
best “for the remainder of his Hall of Fame 
career.” Moss first wanted to be traded 


College Preview 


Branch, who was traded from 
the Pats four years ago. 
Another blow to the 
Pats was the devastating 
34-14 loss to the Browns. 
Tom Brady threw only two 
touchdowns that game. The 
loss also ended the Pats' five- 
game winning streak. For the 
Browns, Colt McCoy had his } 
first career touchdown. Of 
the six turnovers the Pats had 
this season, three of them 
were during this game. The 


to kick a 24-yard field goal, 
making it 20-20. With little 
time remaining in overtime, 
Branch had two catches to 
Me allow Gostkowski to get a 
35-yard field goal with 1 min- 
ute, 56 seconds to spare. 
Overall, the Patri- 
ots are a team to reckon 
with. Despite some minor 
6 setbacks, they have a good 
Schance to make it to the 
playoffs and possibly win 
the Super Bowl. Go Pats! 


| 
NO REALLY, GET A HAIRCUT 


Green Machine 


By Kevin McCann, II 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


By Devin Kirpsy, I 


Sports Epiror 


New Season, Same Craziness 

It’s about that time of year again, the beginning of the 2010- 
2011 NCAA (National Collegiate Athletic Association) basketball 
season. The season where it’s nearly impossible to predict who will 
do well, who will collapse under towering expectations and who 
will rise above everyone’s standards. This season is one that will 
illustrate enormous talents from all classes, from the outstanding 
freshman to the extraordinary veteran leaders of the many seniors 
from around the country. What few people have noticed is that 
this season is also a new beginning and an addition to March 
Madness. The NCAA tournament, in which the field expanded 
from 64 to 68 teams, pleased some and disappointed others for 
various reasons. As the season kicks off on November 15, watch 
out for these teams and players. 

Preseason team to beat: Duke Blue Devils 

The Blue Devils are the overwhelming favorite to win the 
national championship again, since they have an exceptional 
freshman class along with the return of potential first team All- 
Americans, Kyle Singler and Nolan Smith. With Kyrie Irving, 
an incoming freshman and one of the most prolific point guards 
in the country, and Seth Curry, transfer from Liberty University 
and little brother of National Basketball Association star, Stephen 
Curry, running the back court alongside Nolan Smith, the Blue 
Devils are the best at just about every position. 

Sleeper team: Virginia Tech Hokies 

Here is another team to look out for: this group of players 
seems to be the only group in the Atlantic Coast Conference 
(ACC) that has a potential shot at preventing the Blue Devils 
from winning the ACC title. With the return of AIL ACC shooting 
guard, Malcolm Delaney, the ACC’s leading scorer at 20.2 points 
per game, 95 percent of their scoring is returning. This looks like 
one of the more exceptional offenses in the conference and even 
the country. Due to the leadership of Coach Seth Greenberg and 
the motivation of last year’s failure to make the tournament, this 
fired-up Virginia Tech team could make some serious noise in the 
ACC and the NCAA tournament come February and March. 

Player to watch: Harrison Barnes 

Barnes is arguably one of, if not the best, players in the in- 
coming high school class of 2010, with a wide range of skills that 
are extremely difficult to stop. From his long range of shooting 
to his tight ball-handling, Harrison Barnes could be the key to 
turning the North Carolina Tar Heels around after a disappoint- 
ing season, in which it failed to make the NCAA tournament and 
lost in the National Invitation Tournament (NIT) for the first 
time in five seasons. If Harrison Barnes lives up to the hype of 
being one of the best freshman this season in the entire country, 
the North Carolina Tar Heels will be climbing up the national 
rankings, as they are used to. 

After reviewing all of this, it looks to be yet another exciting 
and erratic NCAA basketball season, with entertaining games like 
no other and upsets that no one will expect. Every year, people 
try to make their mark and their prediction on who will win what 
game, who will win the championship, etc. The truth is, you can’t 
predict it. That's what makes college basketball so great. It’s just 
so unpredictable. 


The Celtics are back. After two disappointing postsea- 
sons plagued by injuries, fatigue and inconsistent play, the 
Celtics are finally back. 11 games in, the Celtics lead the Eastern 
conference at an impressive 9-2, with an even more impressive 
8-2 road record, coupled with an undefeated 5-o at the TD 
Banknorth Garden. The Celtics have already dismantled the 
Miami Heat twice, once on the Heat’s home floor. They have 
also routed the up and coming Oklahoma City Thunder and 
the supposedly revitalized Washington Wizards. The offensive 
numbers for the Celtics are staggering: shooting around 51 
percent from the field and over 40 percent from three-point 
land. On the defensive end, the Celtics are holding teams to 
just over 95 points, including the Heat and Thunder, who both 
average 105 or more. 

Kevin Garnett’s legs look great, and the defensive anchor 
has been averaging a double-double at 10 boards and 15 points 
per game. Paul Pierce is averaging 21 points a game on 52 per- 
cent shooting from the field, as well as almost 48 percent from 
the three-point line and 95 percent from the free throw line. 
Ray Allen, a career 39 percent three-point shooter, is gunning 
at 49 percent this season. Rajon Rondo has emerged as one of 
the league’s best facilitators; the dynamic young floor general 
broke the National Basketball Association (NBA) record for 
most assists over five games, beating out Lakers legend Magic 
Johnson. Averaging a freakish 15 assists per game, “Rondiesel” 
has also been making an impact defensively with almost three 
steals and five rebounds per outing. An improved jump-shooter, 
Rondo is moving in leaps and bounds towards being a perennial 
All-Star. “Shaq” has had an immediate impact on the Celtic’s 
frontcourt as a defensive presence in the absence of usual 
starter Kendrick Perkins, with a respectable 10 points and six 
rebounds per game. Not bad for a soon-to-be 39 year old. 

Let’s face the facts though, the Celtics are old. Shaq, 
Pierce, KG and Ray have 59 years of basketball between them. 
They are all in their mid-30s. KG has bad knees, and Shaq hasn't 
been in primetime shape since Friends was on television. Point 
being, the Celtics can’t play at this level all season. Look at last 
season, when they lost to the 12-70 New Jersey Nets and the 
equally dismal New York Knicks after the midseason All-Star 
break. Good news is, Doc Rivers and Danny Ainge foresaw this 
and built the bench back to 2008-level greatness. Tony Allen 
leaves? Fine, we'll get Delonte West, who also plays lockdown 
defense and can also light it up with his shooting. Glen Davis 
and Nate Robinson have finally found their places in the Celtics 
system, and Marquis Daniels has finally started producing of- 
fensively. The big surprise is rookie seven-footer Semih Erden, 
who has stepped up as another reliable big man after the first 
of no doubt several of Jermaine O’Neil injuries. 

Are the Celtics old? Sure, but 2008 was only two years 
ago. They're not getting any younger. It's finally dawning on 
“The Truth” that the truth is his career in a professional jersey 
is winding down. With a bench reinvigorated with new faces, 
young legs and a team-wide fire, the Celtics are getting an 
excellent early start on possibly one of their best and possibly 
one of their last, runs for the banner. It's all about 18. 


Spotlight 
Kyle Flattery 


By Kevin YETMAN, I 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


If I were to describe Kyle “Some- 
thing” Flattery in one word, it would be 
“Swiss Army Knife.” He does anything 
and everything, and everyone wants 
to carry a Swiss Army Knife in his/her 
pocket. For those of you who don’t know 
him, he’s that pretty kid with the hair. 
He struts down the hallway, making both 
boys and girls become weak at the knees. 
He’s a role model for babies, teenagers, 
parents, Barack Obama and superheroes. 
According to a source, Kyle is a popular 
name. Do you know why? Parents have 
been doing this in hopes of having a child 
as magnificent as Kyle. Time and time 
again, however, they come to be disap- 
pointed. Luckily, my parents named me 
Kevin. If you’re considering going home 
and asking your parents to adopt him, it’s 
too late. ’'ve been asking my parents for 
years, and I think they’re finally coming 
around to the idea. 

Kyle can play all sports at an amaz- 
ing level of intensity. He’s a captain on 
the Boston Latin School Varsity Soccer 
Team, and primarily plays defense. He 
does both indoor track and tennis for 
BLS as well. He plays Irish football and 
is one of the best in the nation. He even 
played on the national team last year. I’m 
not really sure what Irish football is; ’m 
just going by what he tells me. It sounds 
way too intense and difficult to be real. 
I’ve played baseball with him, watching 
him make diving plays in the outfield. The 
only sport he doesn’t play is professional 
rollerblading. Oh wait, he does... 

Kyle Flattery toots his own horn 
much too often, and by horn, I mean the 
bass clarinet! He is an active member in 
BLS Senior Band and is the only person in 
the world that plays this instrument. He 
also plays guitar, piano and the recorder. 

So right now, you're probably im- 
pressed. What if I added the fact that he 
does all of this while being a super genius? 
He does more work than I thought pos- 
sible. He takes ten AP classes at a time. 
I didn’t think you could do that. Once 
again, however, Kyle bent the rules in his 
favor because he has that kind of power. 
He gets home from sports, does his hair, 
his homework, works on his hair some 
more and is left with only three hours to 
sleep. I don’t get how he does it. 

All kidding aside, Kyle does do all of 
this and is truly an amazing person. Get 
to know him, before it’s too late because 
he’s busy becoming even more successful 
at some prestigious college. It’s all right 
if you’re jealous of him, because I am too. 
But he’s mine. Back off. Just one word of 
advice: if you want to know what kind of 
shampoo he uses, don’t bother asking. He 
won't tell me. 
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Celtics Stay on Top 


SopuiA SirAGE, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


“And the Los Angeles Lakers are 
your 2010 NBA Champions!” Consider- 
ing how painful the conclusion to the 
2010 National Basketball Association 
(NBA) Finals between the Boston Celtics 
and the hated Los Angeles Lakers was, 
Glenn “Doc” Rivers and the crew were 
focused on improving for the upcoming 
season. At the start of the 2010-2011 
season, the Boston Celtics were accom- 
panied by new additions to the roster, 
most notably Jermaine O'Neal, Delonte 
West, and Shaquille “The Shaq Attack” 
O’Neal. However, Delonte West has only 
played five games due to injury, Jermaine 
O'Neal has seemed wholly ineffective, 
and Kendrick Perkins just played his first 
game this past Tuesday. Nevertheless, as 
we approach the midpoint of the season, 
the Celtics have managed to stay first 
in the Eastern Conference and look to 
remain there until the end. 


Besides the obvious benefits of 
having Rajon Rondo and his 13.2 assists 
per game in addition to Kevin Garnett's 
intensity on the floor, the key to the 
Celtics' success has arguably been Shaq. 
You would not expect that a seven-foot, 
38-year-old would be as refreshing for the 
rest of the roster as he is, making big-time 
dunks and big-time hustles. Nonetheless, 
he has solved the issue of starting and fin- 
ishing games with energy. With two years 
in his NBA career remaining, it seems fit- 
ting that “Superman” himself dives on the 
floor for loose balls, rips away rebounds 
from opponents and blocks shots as he 
soars high into the sky. 

For the rest of the team, perfor- 
mances range from both ends of the 
spectrum. What head coach Doc Rivers 
has been able to do with as many injuries 
as the Celtics have had is been nothing 
short of spectacular. Criticized for being 
an old group, the “Big Three” has surpris- 
ingly improved statistically. Paul Pierce's 
positive presence has been noted in all 


games thus far; whether he was running 
the offense while Rondo was injured or 
rebounding in the absence of KG., Ray 
Allen, who is now only 21 three-pointers 
away from taking Reggie Miller's all time 
record, has reached an all time high in 
his field goal percentage and three-point 
percentage. Lastly, KG has been averag- 
ing 15 points and nine rebounds per game 
and even knocking down key jumpers at 
games’ crucial points. 

Arguably the only disappointment 
has been the Celtics bench. With Nate 
Robinson putting up numbers that seem 
only to decline and Marquis Daniels in- 
consistency, Glen Davis has been the only 
member of the bench that's been worthy 
of a “Sixth Man of the Year” candidacy. 
If the bench can manage to bounce back 
into becoming healthy and perform at 
expected levels, there is no doubt that 
the Celtics will find themselves as a very 
powerful Eastern Conference contender 
for the 2011 Finals and maybe even get to 
hang up their eighteenth Banner. 


Bruins Clicking on All Cylinders 


By Coin Murphy, II 


ASSISTANT Sports Epiror 


Boston Bruins’ head coach Claude 
Julien posted three goals on the team 
board hanging next to the locker room 
door at the TD Garden before the start of 
the season. First of all, be a leading defen- 
sive team amongst the rest of the NHL. 
Secondly, do not give up any games due 
to lack of focus. Third, win the Northeast 
Division. With the All-Star break finally 
here, the Bruins have a check next to all 
three of their pre-season goals. The Bru- 
ins lead the league in the least amount 
of goals allowed per game through the 
first 50 games of the season with 28-15-7 
record, only allowing 2.14 goals against 
per contest. 

The Bruins have had some ups and 
downs this season, sometimes going on 
streaks where they pick up a single point, a 
win or OT loss, in several games. Besides a 
dismal conclusion to a game against Mon- 


By Luke McKInnon, I 


ASSISTANT Sports Epiror 


Boston Latin School has a killer 
Boys' Swim Team. They are dedicated, 
smart and brotherly. The swim team has 
not won every single meet, but they have 
their reasons. It is certainly not for lack 
of trying, work ethic or style. They have a 
lot of that stuff. They simply do not have 
divers to accumulate the valuable points or 
prescription goggles to help with their sub- 
par vision. But they have heart, and most 
importantly, they have each other. 

Swimming is an individual sport. In 
swimming, you have to do your best and 
hope that the rest of the team follows your 
example. Fortunately, they really do learn 
from each others' example and act as a 
unit. They embody our school’s mascot: 
the wolf. They work together as a pack. 
The captains, or maybe more appropri- 
ately, the she-wolves, are Mick Chertov 
(I), Nick Cameron (I), Mike Tomasini 
(I) and the honorable George Lok (II). 
The captains could not do it alone. They 
are thankful for the support of the team 
managers, Delia Ridge Creamer (II) and 
Ciara Murphy (ID, but they do wish they 
had better ones. And who could forget the 
beautiful, benevolent man named Coach 
Conley, who leads them in their practices 
and is an all around cool guy? 


treal on January 8, in which the Bruins lost 
3-2 in OT after having a two goal lead with 
2:30 left in the third period, the Bruins 
have done a great job in closing out games, 
posting a 20-o-1 record when leading in 
the third period. Due to the rejuvenated 
play of goalie Tim Thomas, the Bruins are 
amongst the league's best heading into the 
final stretch of the regular season and into 
the playoffs. After winning the Venzina 
Trophy in 2009, Thomas struggled, losing 
his starting spot to rookie Tuuka Rask. 
With Thomas back to his true form, he 
again looks to be a heavy favorite for a 
second Venzina Trophy. Led by captain 
Zdeno Chara and assistant captain Patrice 
Bergeron, the Bruins are looking good to 
close the season out with a Stanley Cup 
appearance. Crafty center David Krejci 
leads the team in assists with 26 goals and 
Lucic leads the team with 20 goals. Also, 
the improved play of energetic players 
Gregory Campbell and Brad Marchand 
really have this team clicking on all cyl- 


Whole Lot of Soul 


Those are just the facts. 
How much have you really 
learned about the team? You 
know some names. You get the 
gist. What if, however, I told 
you that as of this moment, you 
knew nothing about the Boys’ 
Swim Team? You didn't know 
that they practice at a school 
in Dorchester next to Stop & 
Shop. You do not know that | ~ 
each day, they go to Stop & | 
Shop and show up late for prac- 
tice asa team. You do not know 
what dramatic hair style change 


inders. 

Additionally, the Bruins boast a 
mix of rookies like Tyler Seguin, who was 
picked second overall in the 2010 NHL 
Draft, defenseman Stephen Kampfer and 
experienced leaders like wingers Michael 
Ryder and Mark Recchi. This mix of both 
young talent and experience provided a 
perfect ingredient for the Bruins to make 
arun for Lord Stanley’s cup. However, the 
Bruins face a tough stretch to close out 
the season as they face Montreal three 
more times and other Northeast Divi- 
sion teams with a total of six other games 
against division opponents. A strong fin- 
ish to secure the top spot amongst the 
Northeast Division is huge for the Bruins 
because this will give them home ice ad- 
vantage for at least one playoff series in 
April. If the team can keep the three goals 
that Julien posted during the pre-season 
in their minds for the rest of the season, 
then we will be hearing noise from them 
all throughout the playoffs. 
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BEST OF LUCK, ISAAC BUCK 


they will make for states this year. You do 
not know about the robes they wear. You 
do not know if they are wearing anything 
underneath the robes. I even do not know 
myself. To tell you the truth, they still are 
not sure themselves. 

You have never been to swim prac- 
tice. You probably think that swim prac- 
tice is easy. It turns out that swim practice 
makes your whole body sore and leaves 
you hungry for days. Actually, swimming 
is a serious physical challenge and the only 
one that requires you to hold your breath 
for the majority of the time you are doing 
it. Swimmers have to balance themselves 
in water so they do not sink, they have 
to balance their breathing so they do not 
hurt themselves and they have to balance 


themselves again when they get out of the 
pool, so they do not slip and cause them- 
selves season-ending injuries. That is a lot 
of balancing. To attain all this balance, the 
Boys’ Swim Team has reached a state of 
mental consciousness which I do not think 
anyone else in the school has. These boys 
are in tune with their chi. 

Swim team is more than captains, 
physical prowess, daily exercise rituals or 
bus rides. Swim team is excellence. It has 
a lot of soul. You can join the team next 
year if you are a good swimmer. Just make 
sure not to usher in too much change 
because, for better or worse, they like it 
how it is now. After having spent only a 
part of my Monday with them, I have to 
ask, who wouldn’t? 


Spotlight 
Megan Duckworth 


By Marte KELty, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


On February 13, 1993, our world was 
suddenly graced with the presence of pure 
genius, talent and beauty. Whether you've 
seen her on the court, field, classroom or 
even the hallway, chances are that Megan 
Duckworth has turned your head. Megan 
was born and raised in Roslindale, where 
she began her athletic career. The older 
sister of twins, Clare and Katie, Megan is 
anatural leader and role model. Megan has 
always been as strong, tall and aggressive 
as she is now. I had the unfortunate job 
of unsuccessfully playing defense against 
her in West Roxbury Community Center 
(WRCC) youth basketball. Her skill on 
the softball diamond was also evident at a 
young age when she led Parkway’s Ravens 
to multiple championships. 

There was no surprise when Boston 
Latin School begged this brainiac to at- 
tend our prestigious high school and to 
share her wealth of knowledge. If you 
thought it was impossible to get more 
than twenty A+’s in one term - think again. 
Megan’s report card is consistently flaw- 
less. She is forever challenging herself and 
has read every book published since 1856. 
She has been in an unhealthy relationship 
with author Dennis Lehane for quite some 
time, and he has high hopes for their 
future. She has mastered every subject 
she has ever taken and is always willing 
to help others succeed. Her insight ex- 
pands far beyond the classroom to magical 
places such as Daisy Field. Megan made 
the softball team in the eighth grade and 
worked hard to earn her spot as starting 
second baseman and a vital part of the 
batting order. 

Second baseman by spring and 
guard by winter, Megan has also devoted 
a large portion of her time towards her 
love for basketball. After a long Friday 
night of defeating all Dual County League 
teams with her fellow Wolfpack ballers, 
Megan wakes up early on Saturday morn- 
ings to work at the WRCC, volunteer- 
ing as a referee and coach to third and 
fourth graders, and yet her day is still not 
over. Who is that gorgeous hostess and 
waitress-in-training at Sophia’s Grato, one 
might ask? You guessed it. Megan works 
at a local restaurant a few nights a week. 
How does she balance it all? The world 
may never know. 

Some say she is a descendant of Zeus 
himself. Others guess that she has secret 
powers, thereby enabling her to start and 
stop time as she pleases. I have come 
to accept that Megan is unexplainable. 
There is no way to possibly comprehend 
how so much greatness could ever exist in 
one individual. Megan is far beyond words 
and so much more than any “spotlight” 
can convey. Above all, Megan is a dedi- 
cated, kind, fun-loving and compassionate 
friend who would do absolutely anything 
for those she loves. I consider myself very 
lucky to call her a best friend and am fully 
ready to kick any Ivy-League butts that 
get in her way next year. 
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Boys’ Ball Doin' Work 


By Kevin McCann, II 
& Tosin AJEWOLE, I 


Starr WRITER & CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


Last season’s misery and abysmal 
record is in the past for the Boys’ Var- 
sity Basketball Team, as they focus on 
the present and try to bounce back to 
their old winning ways and earn another 
appearance in the state tournament. 
Led by leading scorer Jack “Jimmer” 
Duggan (II), the team currently has 
a 7-6 record coming into the last half 
of the season, needing four more wins 
to make it back into the tournament. 
With a strong supporting cast led by 
captains Matt “The Southie Pirate” 
Kehoe (D) and Khaleel Abdul-Jabbar (D, 
as well as scorers like Savaughn Dinkins 
(ID, the team is rejuvenated from last 
year's 2-20 season, and is playing with a 
new confidence and energy. The team, 
known for its lock-down defense led by 
captain Tosin Ajewole (D, has lived up 
to its reputation on the defensive end 
this season and with a couple of tough 
losses. They still, however, have a good 
shot at triumphantly returning to the 
state tournament. On the offensive end, 
the Wolfpack looks to push the ball 
with their quick and athletic big men 
like Mike Wodjewodzic (ID, get quick 
baskets leading to their full-court pres- 
sure, harass opposing guards with their 
speed and length and cause turnovers 
for more quick scores. The team has 


a notably good work 
ethic and has clearly 
forgot about the past 
as they begin to get 
back to their winning 
ways, recently beat- 
ing Weston at home 
by 15 points. “We’re 
starting to play well 
again. We know our 
potential and how far 
this team can go, and 
we're looking to show 
everyone that,” says 
forward Leo Stella 
(I). “Last season was 
a season to forget, 
and I’m glad that no 
one here is looking 
at the past,” says big 
man Devin Kirby (D, 


CAN YOU KEEP UP WITH THE WOLFPACK? 


STATEMASTER.COM 


another senior on the 
varsity squad. Led by Coach Brendan 
Smith, the Wolfpack have loads of 
confidence heading into a huge stretch 
of away games to conclude their regular 
season. The team hopes to use their 
huge improvement from last season to 
push themselves into the state tourna- 
ment. “Last season added fuel to the 
fire for this year. A lot of teams around 
the Dual County League have forgotten 
about how good this program has been 
before last season. But we’re going into 
other teams' gyms and getting wins,” 
says sharpshooter Colin Murphy (ID. 


“We have some good players in our 
program that have been playing together 
for a while. As we start to get confidence 
we know we'll only get better and we 
can make noise throughout the state,” 
says Duggan. With the last stretch of 
the season approaching, the squad will 
need all the support from fans at their 
upcoming games against Westford 
(February 1), Newton South (February 
1) and Lincoln Sudbury (February 15). 
Come out for a game and you will not 
be disappointed with the up-tempo and 
exciting pace the team plays with. 


They Run This 


Finding a Way 


By Brian Manontry, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


By Jutta CALDWELL, IT 
StTarF WRITER 


Boston Latin School’s Indoor Track squad is finally com- 
ing into its prime after years of waiting for the stars to emerge. 
Already ro runners have qualified for States with more on the 
way. The team has strong leadership, dedicated runners, young 
talent, but most importantly, a unified team. In past years the 
distance and sprinting teams did not mesh the way a team should. 
But this year the team has come to work together towards goals, 
and everyone has reaped the benefits. 

The Boys’ Distance Team, headed by Nick D’Agostino 
(I), Miles Grover (1) and Brian Mahoney (1), has made great 
strides in improving this year. The captains, accompanied by 
the dedicated and always present Kyle Flattery (D, are attempt- 
ing to qualify for states in the 4x800 meter relay, as well as in 
each of their individual events. Mike Ward (IID, having already 
qualified for states, has a huge upside over the next few years. 
And next year is sure to be another great year with Tyler Cohen 
(ID) at the helm along with Tim Heard-Devlin (V) and Tom 
Casey (IID) already running impressive sub 5:50 miles. The Girls’ 
Distance Team, under the leadership of Kathleen Mello (D and 
Elza Lambergs (1), is also working its hardest this year. With both 
their relay and individual times improving, the girls are finishing 
at the top in all of their races. Kathleen and Elza have already 
qualified for States and are both planning to break the school 
record in the 1o0om. 

The Boys’ Sprinting Team, led by captains Jake Goldklang 
(I) and Andre Simpson (0), has given a strong showing this season. 
Ryan Connelly (I) is quite literally a second away from states in 
the 600 meter race. The 4x200m team of Goldklang, Simpson, 
Connelly, and David Hines (II) has already qualified for States 
after running the event only once. It is also certain that Kevin 
Chen (IIT) will be making a name for himself over the next few 
years. With a powerful relay team and great individual times, 
some of these guys have actually taken to wondering which events 
they would prefer to run in states. The Girls’ Sprinting Team is 
also very impressive this year. Headed by Emma Rice (I) who is a 
veteran at Nationals, this team is one to keep an eye on. Maggie 
Hughes (ID) and Will Moen (ID) are both promising runners for 
the future who have already qualified for States in the 55m dash 
and 300m respectively. 

You may be reading this and notice that the State 
Meet is mentioned several times, and that it may even 
seem repetitive. But qualifying for States is a perfect 
demonstration of the improvement of this team. Five years 
ago, only four members of the entire team qualified for 
states, this year 10 have already qualified with three meets 
to go. We’re not talking about the future anymore, we’re 
talking about the now. 


With winter sports reaching the middle of the 
season, Girls' Varsity Basketball is gearing up to finish 
the latter half of the season on a strong note. Having 
racked up wins against teams including Bedford High 
School and Waltham High School, the girls are ready to 
see a few of the close games they have lost against skilled 
teams go the other way the second time around. While 
the team’s record thus far may not be as successful as 
originally hoped for, the girls maintain that the number 
of wins and losses are not indicative of their strength as 
a team. “We’re a group of players that play competitively 
despite the score and despite the record. We play as if the 
score were tied. We never give up,” said the captain, Em- 
ily Berardi (I), when asked to comment on the dynamics 
of the team. 

Berardi, a familiar face on the court, contributes 
generously to both the team’s offense as well as de- 
fense. Point guard and fellow captain, Jonlyn Englert 
(I), proves to be an essential component to the offense, 
leading the team in points. As captains of the team, 
Berardi (I) and Englert (1), are credited with keep- 
ing the team motivated and leading the team to hard 
earned victories. On top of a strong force of up- 
per classmen, the team also boasts promising young 
players including Maggie Mulligan (IV) and Mary 
Demoura (IID). 

Starters Allison Florentino (1), Meghan Duck- 
worth (1) and Laura Sullivan (ID also pitch in by putting 
points on the board and keeping up the team’s level 
of intensity. Duckworth, known by her teammates for 
her hustle and speed, has been recently seen sporting a 
black eye around school, the result of a foul during an 
intense game against Weston. Luckily, Duckworth is 
undaunted by the injury and looks forward to more com- 
petitive games saying, “We know there’s a lot of tough 
competition out there, but we play as a team and we play 
hard until the fi nal buzzer.” 

Unfortunately the team is not a stranger to in- 
jury. Suffering the loss of an injured Jackie Mcdonagh 
(I) at the beginning of the season, the girls felt the 
loss of such a strong player. To the relief of her team, 
Mcdonagh has recently regained her strength and has 
returned, ready to contribute in any way she can. With 
half the season left to play, the girls are ready to reflect 
their hard work on the scoreboard. Come see this team 
in action on the team’s Senior Night, Tuesday February 8, 
as the girls face off against Waltham High School. 


Spotlight 


Brendan Casey 


By MIKE SCANNELL, I 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


Everyone knows it. I don't have to 
tell you that there is a predator among 
us. A massive, carnivorous, bone crush- 
ing mammoth who is said to have the 
attributes of the kodiak and seems to have 
inherited its speed and cunning from the 
cheetah. The only thing that may separate 
Brendan “Big Case” Casey from the likes 
of a kodiak-cheetah hybrid would be his 
wild fascination with the Queensbridge 
rappers and his sense of style. 

I met “Big Case” during the sum- 
mer going into the eighth grade. I can 
vividly remember seeing him on the 
walk to the Roberto Clemente Field . I 
can’t describe the way his pants fit him 
without being graphic, but I remember 
having to shield my eyes from the glare 
coming off his crispy, all-white Shaq 
sneakers. His running back shoulder 
pads symbolized broken dreams because 
we all knew he would never get a shot at 
the backfield. Covering his torso was a 
blue Under Armour shirt that was far too 
big for him (Casey recently brought this 
infamous shirt out of retirement because 
he thought people would forget he wore 
it in the eighth grade, but he was wrong). 
We were wrong about something though: 
for the next five football seasons, Casey 
would be in the backfield of every Dual 
County League (DCL) team, pillaging and 
plundering like Genghis Khan in football 
gear, and he would similarly be known for 
his ruthless and violent nature. Having 
played next to him on defense for four 
out of our five years together, I have heard 
some bloodcurdling screams uttered by 
quarterbacks, who were bold enough to 
take a shotgun snap. I once winced in a 
dog pile as I heard aloud chomp that was 
followed by a running back frantically 
telling his teammates to get up because 
“the fat one had just bitten into his calf 
muscle.” Real talk. His nasty style of play 
has made him a DCL All Star and even 
more impressively, a Lineman of the Year, 
an award which is bestowed upon only two 
DCL linemen per season. Many say that 
he only won the awards because everyone 
was so impressed by his post-sack dance 
routines. I would have to agree. Everyone 
is also impressed with Casey’s incredible 
strength; his 385-pound and 450-pound 
squats are literally unheard of for high 
school athletes, particularly for one who 
seems to get yellow fever nearly every 
winter without fail. We all know that in 
order to regain his strength after the fever 
he must simply touch an unsuspecting 
teammate and steal his energy. 

If you ever see “Big Case,” a.k.a. 
“LOY,” a.k.a. “Grimace,” swagging up the 
hallway, know that if you’ve never spoken 
to him, you missed out on an opportunity 
to know a great guy. I know that he’s like a 
brother to me, and I'll always have a best 
friend in Brendan Casey. 
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Southeastern Conference Remains Dominant 


By JONATHAN CLIFFORD, I 
STAFF WRITER 


After a season full of upsets, scan- 
dals, major coaching changes and one 
remarkable Heisman Trophy winner, the 
college football season has concluded. 
The Bowl Championship Series (BCS) 
National Championship game has been 
played at the University of Phoenix 
Stadium, home to the National Football 
League’s (NFL) Arizona Cardinals and 
Super Bowl XLII (a day all Patriots fans 
would like to forget). As I predicted in my 
last article, Auburn and Oregon remained 
ranked in the top two spots and played for 
the national championship. 

Auburn was the favorite going into 
the game. What was there not to like about 
the Auburn Tigers? They had the 2010 
Heisman Trophy winner Cam Newton 
as quarterback. Newton had what many 
considered one of the greatest seasons a 
player has ever had (except Tim Tebow). 
The Tigers defense, led by defensive tackle 
Nick Fairley, proved able to overcome a 
difficult schedule in the toughest confer- 
ence in college football. Yet, there was still 
hype that they would not be able to stop 
the high-powered Oregon Ducks offense, 
led by tailback, LaMichael James, and 
quarterback, Darren Thomas. The game 
did not feature much offense, as both 
teams played great defense throughout the 
game. As time expired, a field goal gave the 
Tigers their first BCS National Cham- 
pionship and continued Southeastern 
Conference dominance in college foot- 
ball. 

Every year, many people think 
the only bowl game that matters is the 
National Championship. The rest of the 
bowl games are considered exhibitions 
where the top draft prospects attempt 
to impress NFL scouts. This is simply 
untrue. The undefeated TCU Horned 


By Devin Kirpsy, I 


Sports Epiror 


Do you remember the Patriots? It 
was the 2010 New England Patriots who 
went 14-2 in the regular season, finishing 
with the best overall record in the Na- 
tional Football League, and the team that 
turned an unconventional offense full of 
no-name receivers and a defense plagued 
by inexperience and inconsistency into 
the best team this season. Led on defense 
by monster nose tackle Vince Wilfork, 
and on the sideline by head coach/resident 


aad 


AUBURN GETS IT DONE 
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Frogs were underdogs in their first Rose 
Bowl Game. Playing in “the granddaddy 
of them all,” no one believed TCU could 
have beat the Wisconsin Badgers, but 
they did. They showed why no matter 
what conference a team plays in, a playoff 
should be used to determine the national 
champion. 

As we move towards the 2011 sea- 
son, two of the most storied programs in 
college football will have new coaches. 
In a not so surprising move, the Univer- 
sity of Michigan fired head coach Rich 
Rodriguez, who was an underachiever 
in his three years leading the “Big Blue,” 
and replaced him with former Michigan 


assistant, Brady Hoke. Everyone expected 
this move, but no one expected University 
of Florida Gators' coach, Urban Meyer, 
to resign for the second time in two 
seasons~this time for good. The Gators 
acted quickly and hired Will Muschamp 
as their new head coach. In his six years 
at the Swamp, Meyer revived the Gators 
program, leading them to three SEC 
Championships and two BCS National 
Championships. Expect Meyer to pro- 
vide great analysis on College Gameday 
in September. 

The NFL Draft is three months 
away and the deadline has passed for 
juniors to forgo their senior seasons. 


Super Bowl XLV 


mad scientist Bill Belichick, the Patriots 
managed to finish with a .875 win percent- 
age despite not being in the top five for 
total yards per game, rushing yards per 
game, passing yards per game and their 
defensive equivalent. Why? Tom Brady, 
the best quarterback this season, by far. 

Where did they go against the 
Jets? 

Tom Brady’s receivers looked like 
the bunch of rejects and misfits they 
actually are, struggling to get an inch of 
breathing space between themselves and 
the ferocious Jets secondary. Brady’s line 


CN ~ an 
AARON RODGERS RUNNIN' AND GUNNIN' 


crumbled under pressure, leading to more 
sacks and throwaways than Brady has had 
all season. Brady himself seemingly left 
his throwing arm at home with Giselle, 
throwing a super-uncharacteristic end- 
zone interception for a 58-yard return, 
after throwing several passes to the knees 
of Steve Gronkowski and Danny Wood- 
head. The defensive line got nothing 
accomplished, allowing Jets quarterback 
Mark Sanchez enough time in the pocket 
to cook himself dinner and still sling the 
ball to the more aggressive Jets receivers. 
Why we lost is not difficult to understand; 


7 


Top draft analysts expected Stanford 
University quarterback, Andrew Luck, 
to enter the draft and be the top pick. 
Luck decided, however, to please the 
Stanford fans and stay in school for an- 
other year. Now top NFL draft analyst, 
Mel Kiper Jr., has Auburn defensive 
tackle, Nick Fairley, as the top player 
on his big board to be drafted by the 
Carolina Panthers. The landscape of the 
draft is destined to change with trades and 
impressive performances at the scouting 
combine and senior bowl, but if you are 
looking for a good draft prediction, take 
Mel Kiper Jr.’s pick every time over Todd 
McShay’s. 


bad offense leads to more possession for 
the other team, and mediocre defense 
still lets up points. Bad + mediocre = loss. 
How we lost, however, is the real question 
and still eludes most Pats fans to this day. 
Maybe, at the end of the day, the Jets just 
wanted it more. 

But the past is the past. Now, a 
super exciting Green Bay Packers team, 
with a healthy Aaron Rodgers at the helm 
and a rejuvenated offense (I was unaware 
Green Bay even had a running back, but 
rookie James Starks has come into his 
own in the postseason), looks to face off 
against the Pittsburgh Steelers, led by ex- 
plosive running back Rashard Mendenhall 
and Ben “Big Ben” Rothlisburger. Two 
top-notch defenses, led by Packer’s nose 
tackle BJ. Raji (a hometown hero from 
BC) and Steelers safety Troy Polamalu, 
square off against two of the best quar- 
terbacks in the league. The Packers have 
had the 4th best offense this postseason, 
but the Steelers have had the best defense, 
holding teams to an average of 207 yards 
per game. The Packers average 370. 

This will be a Superbowl to watch. 
After a rollercoaster NFL season that 
saw everything from the Seahawks mak- 
ing the playoffs to Randy Moss virtually 
retiring, this promises a fantastic game 
between two hard-nosed defenses pitted 
against two of the better and more excit- 
ing offenses in the league. Plus, the Black 
Eyed Peas are performing at halftime. 


? Will Fergie follow in Janet Jackson’s 


infamous footsteps? Tune in at 6:25 P.M. 


3 on February 6 to find out. The game will 


be broadcast on Fox. 
Oh, and by the way, go Packers. 
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Spotlight 
Gabe Diop 


By Nick D'AcostTIno, I 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


The hallway shakes beneath your 
feet. You tremble as the big guy bounds 
around the corner. And then you hear him 
say it: “GET AT ME!” This, my friends, 
is how you know you have just met the 
famous Gabe Diop. 

I first met Gabe in Ms. William’s 
eighth grade homeroom. I remember it 
like it was yesterday. On the first day of 
school, he wore a Kobe Bryant jersey, 
Kobe Bryant shorts and Kobe Bryant 
shoes. (A hint to all of you underclass- 
men who dream of big-shoe collections: 
Gabe’s tip was always to buy shoes a 
couple sizes too big and keep them for 
a couple of years.) We never spoke the 
entire year, probably because he was just 
too intimidated by me to talk at all, but 
ever since ninth grade we’ve had lunch 
together and he continues to give me 
gummy bears and Snack Well cookies, a 
representation of his incredible wealth 
and charity. 

But you should already know the 
real reason that I am writing this spot- 
light. Gabe is a sports phenom. He has 
been playing Wolfpack football since 
eighth grade and was team captain this 
year. He is a driving force as a linebacker, 
commanding the defense, not unlike Brian 
Urlacher — except for one thing. Gabe 
is better. He crunches running backs, 
quarterbacks, and wideouts without re- 
gard for his own safety (he sports a few 
impressive scars, ladies. Just ask him, he'll 
show ya). But despite his dominance in 
the gridiron, Gabe’s true talents lie within 
the hockey rink. Last year as goalie, Gabe 
led the Dual County League (DCL) in 
Goals Against Average (GAA), helping to 
lead the Wolfpack through a very strong 
season and into the second round of the 
state playoffs. He came back hungry this 
season and led the Wolfpack to second 
place in the DCLs with another sub-2.00 
GAA. Now take into consideration that 
his GPA is over a 4.0. You start to get the 
idea of just how awesome Crazy Gabe 
really is. 

Having devoted his life to being a 
star athlete and breaking all the young 
teachers’ hearts, Gabe is a pretty busy. guy. 
Nevertheless, he is always there for you 
when you need him. He is kind and easy to 
talk to; he can always make me laugh with 
his infectious personality (when he’s not 
flirting with every girl and guy he sees). 
Gabe is a great kid to be around, and his 
enthusiasm for life is contagious; if you 
have spent more than five minutes with 
him, then you know it’s true. So make 
sure you get to know this legend before 
it’s too late. Gabe’s gotten a little too big 
for the halls of Boston Latin Sschool. He 
is sure to be strutting his stuff around one 
of the Ivies in no time. 

Gabriel. Crazy Gabe. Gabby Di- 
opo. No matter what name you call him, 
my boy Gabe Diop will always be number 
one on the ice, and in our hearts. 
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B's Heating Up in Boston 


By Mark Monnpay, I 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


New York. Ottawa. Calgary. Van- 
couver. Edmonton. Ottawa again. These 
cities apparently foretell the Boston 
Bruins' road to the Stanley Cup. 
After the Bruins six-game road winning 
streak, the team has been recognized as 
one of the top contenders for Lord Stan- 
ley's Cup. This winning streak 
has propelled Boston to a very 
impressive record going down 
the stretch to the playoffs. 
That record is fourth best in 
the entire league, second best 
in the Eastern Conference and 
first in their division. 

All the pieces seem to 
be coming together for the ) 
Bruins this season. Milan Lu- LQ 
cic and David Krejci are both 
having the best seasons of 
their careers. They each have 
more than 50 points. Lucic 
would probably have more 
points too, were it not for 
the 10o-plus penalty minutes 
he has racked up so far. Patrice 
Bergeron, as always, is quietly 


CHARA WITH A LESS THAN LEGAL HIT ON THE CANADIAN'S MAX PACIORETTY 


an important player for Boston. 

The Bruins, however, would not be 
where it is right now without its incred- 
ible defense and goal-tending. Boston has 
allowed the fewest goals in the league. 
All-Star defenseman Zdeno Chara has 
played in every game, racked up 32 points 
and 67 penalty minutes, and has done his 
job of being a huge body in between the 
opponents and his own net. 


been definitely overshadowed by Thomas 
incredible skill. None of this, however, 
has stopped Rask from attaining a still 
respectable 2.66 goals against average 
and a .921 save percentage. 

There is one thing I have yet to 
mention, something that can especially 
help to explain some of the Bruins recent 
successes \their mid-season pick-ups. The 
main players that Boston picked up are 
defenseman Tomas 
Kaberle, center Rich 
Peverley and center 
Chris Kelly. These 
three guys have a 
combined 100 points 
already this season. 
That is an amaz- 
ing amount of new" 
production for the 
Bruins. Kaberle, who 
has 39 points (three 
goals and 36 assists), 
knows how to move 
the puck around, and 
you would struggle 
to find a better de- 
<fensive pairing than 
ZChara and him on 
® 
the ice at the same 


having a stellar year, tied with 
Krejci for leading the Bruins in points. 
Enough cannot be said about newcomer 
Nathan Horton (43 points) and old-timer 
Mark Recchi (42 points). Horton was not 
well-known coming out of Florida, but he 
has certainly won over the fans up here in 
Boston. 43 year-old Recchi is playing more 
like a 23 year-old and he has turned into 


Fellow All-Star Tim Thomas has 
been mainly having one of the best sea- 
sons of his career. So far he has managed 
a 1.97 goals against average and a .939 
save percentage. Both of those statistics 
are the best in the league by quite a large 
margin. Tuukka Rask, who was so good last 
year, has fallen off a bit this year and has 


time. 

The Bruins have set them- 
selves up well this season. They have 
potential to greatly move forward and, as 
long as they can find a way to score enough 
goals (because they will certainly always 
have enough defense and goal-tending), 
they should find themselves playing 
well into the postseason. 


Sumus Primi! 


By GeorcE Lok, II 
& Isaac Buck, II 


CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 


The 2011 Massachusetts Boys Di- 
vision I State Swimming and Diving 
Championship was held at Blodgett Pool 
in Harvard on February 18, 2011. The “Su- 
mus Primi” team immediately settled on 
a fine piece of land around the Blodgett 
Pool like a pack of wolves stationed on the 
mount ready for pouncing. And pounce 
they did. 

Senior captains Nick Cameron, 
Mickael Chertov, and Mike Toma- 


- 


at them with their distinct white swim 
gowns embossed with beautiful, vivid 
purple BLS insignias, envy was an un- 
derstatement. The Wolfpack lined up 
immediately for the 200 yard med- 
ley relay. BLS freshman phenom 
Thomas Worthy dived into the water 
and was ready for his backstroke 
start. “Take your mark.” “Bang!” 


Thomas was busy feeding the other 
swimmers with bubbles, thus giving 
Junior Captain Isaac Buck a great lead 
going into the breaststroke leg. With 
each stroke, Isaac dashed like a boxer 
that delivered a heavy punch to the 


GEORGE LOK LEADS THE PACK TO A SOLID STATE OUTING 


not out. Nick Cameron was needed 
to deliver the final blow and punch 
in time. When they looked up, the 
swimmers had their first win. Officials 
later told them they were first in their 
heat and rg9th overall. 

The 50 yard free event then came 
up. BLS Junior Captain George Lok 
spread his arms, kicked his legs, and 
massaged his thin, long thighs. He 
wiggled his goggles, pulled down his 
cap, jumped a few steps, he made him- 
self ready on the platform. First came 
the dive. Then the turn. At the fin- 
ish, a time flashed on the board. First 

and the last place had 
Ce differed by no more than 
| half asecond! Only a tidal 
wave bombarding a sea wall 
could rival the moment of 
m the swimmers’ final touch. 
Dt Geen finished fifth over- 
all with a time of 22.14 
seconds. In the following 
‘ roo yard fly event, he got 
e — | ninth overall with a time 
MAS — of 55.05 seconds. 

ex The 200 yard free 
= relay event then fol- 
wi lowed. The Quattro, 
Thomas, Isaac, Nick and 


» Months of training al- 
lowed them to have seam- 


their turns. They secured 
a third in the heat and an 


the famous foursome 


sini were recognized by the MIAA of- 
ficials for their continued participation 
for the BLS swim team throughout 
their high school careers. One by one, 
they were summoned to the honor circle 
around the edge of the pool. Looking 


opponent; no one could take that in 
any way for 50 yards. His last punch 
released George Lok, who immediately 
began flying on water like an eagle 
diving from a lofty sky onto his prey. 
Though his prey was down, it was 


of Thomas Worthy, Mike 
Tomasini, Jorge Rodriguez, and Mickael 
Chertov in 400 yard free relay event gave 
a huge final fanfare to a supercharged 
championship meet. The BLS Boys 
placed 15th overall among 28 schools. 
“Sumus Primi” really does ring true. 
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Double the One, Double the WIN 


By SEAN Mycrort, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


It was eerily quiet on the field. Just 
the small murmur of some people talking 
here and there, cars passing by every so 
often. The anticipation was rising as the 
clock inched slowly toward three. Then, 
suddenly, the silence was broken. One 
could hear a distant chant, screams of “one 
one” filling the air. All who heard it knew 
that the 2011 Girls Powderpuff Team was 
on its way to Roberto Clemente Field 
with one purpose in mind...to crush some 
juniors and win a football game. 

This year's game was more impor- 
tant than those of past years. The seniors 
were hoping to bounce back after a brutal 
loss to the Class of 2010 the year before, 
while the juniors were hoping for an upset, 
a huge win over an older, heavily favored 
senior class. 

There was no doubt, the seniors 
wanted it. They wanted it badly. They had 
the fire and determination. One could see 
it in all of the girls' faces. Before the game, 
the senior team coaches, Gabe Diop (I), 
Connor Carrigan (I), Mike Scannell (D 
and Gabe Calmon (1), described just how 
much they wanted to win, “We are run- 
nin’ up the score on them today.” When 
asked to respond, the junior coaches, 
Tyler Hallinan ID, Mike McKie (II) and 


James Bender(II) replied, saying simply, 
“The juniors can win even a fixed football 
game.” There was no doubt that all of the 
coaches had confidence in their teams. 

The game opened with a quick 
impressive touchdown play by the ju- 
niors, on a pass from quarterback, Molly 
McCormick (II), to Bridgette Nee (ID, 
which put them on top 7-0. Yet they 
would not achieve much more success 
in the first half, for they were matched 
up against a tough senior defense, led by 
Jackie McDonagh (D) and Megan Duck- 
worth (I). The seniors did not take long 
in responding to the junior opening drive, 
scoring three times before the half, with 
touchdown runs by Marie Kelly (1), Kelsey 
Stappen (I) and Emma Rice (1). Besides a 
long touchdown run by Jackie DelMuto 
(II) for the juniors, it seemed as if their 
offense would have a hard time succeeding 
against the tough senior defensive line, 
which included Shemia Perry (1), Danielle 
Santos (I) and Cydne Apperwhite (D, who 
made her dad very proud. 

Despite the first half deficit, Mike 
McKie (ID, one of the junior coaches, 
at halftime was reported to say, “We are 
gonna go right at ‘em,” and they certainly 
did just that. They achieved this by their 
outstanding defense, beginning with 
the defensive line of Laura Sullivan (ID, 
Chloe Lane (II), Rachel Wolsfelt (II) and 


Claire Zimmerman (ID), who played great 
in the second half. That, coupled with 
strong effort by Anya Bowen (II) and 
the spectacular interception by Bethany 
Castellano (II), gave the juniors a fight- 
ing chance. They scored four times in 
the second half, tying it late in the fourth 
quarter. Yet the seniors were still able to 
perform on offense, putting the ball in 
the end zone three more times by way 
of a QB sneak for Emily Berardi (1) and 
two more hard runs by Kelsey Stappen (I) 
and Emma Rice (I). The last touchdown 
by Rice turned out to be the deciding fac- 
tor as the seniors were able to pull out the 
win, 42-35. The effort for both teams was 
there. Megan Duckworth (1) remarked, 
“We did a million times better this year. 
The coaching was awesome, our offense 
was unstoppable, and the defense crushed 
them!” Marie Kelly (D said something 
similar, “I thought we did really well this 
year, we went out to win and worked 
hard.” 

There was no doubt that every girl on 
both teams worked hard, and it turned out to 
be an awesome and very entertaining game, 
thanks to the officiating crew of Mr. Bi- 
lodeau, Mr. Giordano, Mr. Bernazzani and 
Mr. Apperwhite. I give credit to the juniors 
for competing...but you will have your year 
next year. At the end of the day, seniors 
always win. 


Great Expectations 


By JouN CLirrorp, I 
STAFF WRITER 


Spring training is finally here, and 
New England sports fans can finally forget 
about the Patriots's loss to the Jets in the 
playoffs. The new and improved Boston 
Red Sox are back and look to bounce 
back from a disappointing 2010 season. 
In 2010, we saw season-ending injuries to 
Dustin Pedroia, Kevin Youkilis and Jacoby 
Ellsbury and disappointing seasons by ev- 
ery pitcher not named Jon Lester or Clay 
Bucholtz. The Red Sox missed the playoffs 
for the first time since 2006 and faced an 
uncertain future with key free agents such 
as Victor Martinez and Adrian Beltre. The 
off-season would start off shaky, but Theo 
Epstein and other members of the Red Sox 
front office made decisions which would 
please Red Sox Nation. 

Going into the off-season, Victor 
Martinez seemed like the Red Sox's top 
priority. Captain Jason Varitek would be 
39 years old for the next season and back 
up, Jarrod Saltalamacchia, has yet to prove 
himself as an everyday catcher. Martinez 
put up good numbers in his year and a 
half playing for the Red Sox and worked 
well with the pitching staff. The Red Sox, 
however, were skeptical of signing him to 
a long term contract because of his age. 
The team felt that he would not be able 


GREATNESS ON ICE 
Continued from page 1 


But this is hockey. No matter 
how good one kid is, the whole team 
needs to function as a unified, cohesive 
unit in order to win consistently. This 
was possible because of senior captain 
Brian Mylett (1), who led the team com- 
ing out of the gate and never looked back. 
His leadership was evident throughout the 
season, both on and off the ice; his passion 
and drive motivated everyone else to care 
just as much as he did. And, of course, not 
enough can be said about everybody’s hero, 
star goalie Gabe Diop. There is no doubt 
that his pad-stacks and glove saves were 
some of the main reasons the Wolfpack 
got where they did this season. 

That is not to say the team did 


to catch everyday for four straight years. 
Eventually, he would have to move to first 
base or designated hitter, positions which 
are held by Kevin Youkilis and David Or- 
tiz, respectively. There would be no truth 
to any of these options as Martinez signed 
a four-year 52-million dollar contract with 
the Detroit Tigers. 

Although Red Sox Nation was dis- 
appointed with Martinez, Theo Epstein 
wasted no time in pleasing his fans. All 
throughout the 2010 season, the Red Sox 
were in discussions about attempting to 
acquire San Diego Padres's first base- 
man Adrian Gonzalez. No deal could be 
reached until the off-season when the Red 
Sox would acquire Gonzalez in exchange 
for three prospects including highly touted 
pitcher Casey Kelly. Kelly was a prospect 
whom Epstein was keen on giving up, but 
Epstein realized the opportunity to acquire 
Gonzalez could not be passed up. Playing 
for the Padres for four years, “Gonzo” hit 
168 home runs while playing his home 
games at Petco Park, a top pitchers' ball- 
park in baseball. Coming to the Red Sox at 
28 years old and playing his home games at 
Fenway Park should help “Gonzo” produce 
even more than he did with the Padres. 

Now that Adrian Gonzalez has 
joined the Red Sox, he will play first base. 
Kevin Youkilis will shift from first base 
back to third base, the position at which 


not face its own set of difficulties. From 
the start, they were beset by injuries. 
Forwards Chris Dullea (III) and Jake 
Urso (I), as well as top defensive pair 
Brian Mylett (1) and Pat Murray (II) suc- 
cumbed to injury at some point in the 
season. CJ and Urso would work their way 
back to play by the final games, but their 
dominating defensemen never returned. 
The team had to persevere without them 
which was not an easy task. But the state 
tournament had at long last arrived, and 
the team had to fight on. So fight they did. 

The boys entered the tournament 
as the number three seed overall, having 
ended the season with a 14-373 record and 
second place in the Dual County League/ 
Merrimack Valley Conference. They were 
allowed to bypass the first round and head 


he started his career, and Adrian Beltre will 
become the odd man out. Beltre, who had 
been known for his defense, was the top 
offensive player for the Red Sox in 2010 
while still playing good defense. Beltre’s 
contract, however, was only for one year, 
and many believed he performed that well 
in order to receive a long term contract 
from the Texas Rangers. Losing Beltre 
would not hurt the team, but signing Carl 
Crawford would help. Crawford provides 
great speed, defense and offense. With 
Crawford in left field and Jacoby Ellsbury 
in center field, the Red Sox will have one 
of the fastest outfields in baseball history. 

In order for the Red Sox to have 
a deep playoff run this year, they will 
need to stay healthy. Last year too 
many key players were hurt, and they 
could not recover from their injuries. 
Also, last year’s team had the pitching 
and defense approach. Josh Beckett and 
John Lackey both need to prove that they 
are worth their large contracts. Expect 
Jonathan Papelbon to bounce back froma 
disappointing 2010 season and pitch well. 
In the final year of his contract, Papelbon is 
pitching for a long term deal in a new city. 
With Daniel Bard and Bobby Jenks under 
contract past this year, it is highly unlikely 
that the Red Sox would re-sign Papelbon. 
This year’s team has a lot of potential, and 
it will be fun to watch the season play out. 


straight into a match-up against Triton 
Regional High School. A convincing 6-2 
victory brought them to the quarterfinals 
of the tournament, a rematch against rival 
Tewksbury, the only team higher ranked 
than them in their conference. There were 
no celis to be had here. 

The boys were defeated 1-o, never 
able to maintain a strong offensive pres- 
ence for long enough to win. Despite nu- 
merous pad stacks from Diop anda couple 
dangles from Lynchy, the Wolfpack went 
home unsatisfied once again. There should 
be, however, nothing but pride and admira- 
tion for the success they have brought to 
Boston Latin School. People always say 
that BLS is not a school for sports. But 
trust me, if you watch these kids play, you 
will never think that again. 


Spotlight 
Jake Urso 


R 


By Brian Mytertrt, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


Urso, the Urs kid, Urs bacalaca 
slingshot, the Ursinator. Whatever you 
know him as, Jake Urso is known best as 
a classified stud. I was once confronted 
by a student from Brooklyn Latin School 
asking me if I could show her who Jake 
Urso was. The girl had heard of the leg- 
end, even in a different state. 

What many people don’t know 
is that Jake and I used to be rivals who 
didn’t like each other. When I came to 
Boston Latin, Jake walked into my Latin 
class on the first day of school with a pink 
polo on and was rocking pink aviators. If 
you had told me he would soon become 
my best friend, I would have laughed at 
you. But somehow, that look worked 
for Jake. 

I hoped to make a lot of jokes while 
writing this. However, I soon found 
that there was no time for joking in this 
spotlight because if I want to talk about 
all of his athletic contributions, I simply 
wouldn’t have any room. Jake is a three 
sport athlete, two sport captain, and 
was a DCL all star in hockey his junior 
year. He can do ridiculous things with a 
basketball and is a great swimmer (which 
I found out when he chose to jump into 
a river on one of the most prestigious 
golf courses in Massachusetts because he 
simply “thought he spotted a mermaid”). 
But if you ask me, his best quality is that 
Jake takes more pride in watching his 
teammates succeed rather than watching 
himself succeed. I have seen Jake hap- 
pier for his teammates when things are 
going well than he is when he is scoring 
goals and sinking putts. If you wondered 
why he was surrounded by many ladies 
this year in the stands at hockey games, 
it's because he broke his kneecap giving 
110% in practice when he blocked a hard 
shot from a teammate. When all of the 
doctors said that he would not recover in 
time to play another high school hockey 
game, Jake proved everyone (especially 
me) wrong and came back for the state 
tournament, beating the odds. 

Jake is a comedian, leader, athlete, 
and somewhat of a scholar (sorry, Jake, 
I didn’t want to lie too much). But most 
importantly, Jake Urso is a great kid, 
and the best friend anyone could have. 
I know that if I ever needed to, I could 
call Urso, and he and his uncle Scotty 
would be there in a heartbeat. I have 
never heard someone tell so many stories 
about their uncle, but if you ever get the 
chance to meet Jake’s uncle, I’m sure you 
would understand why. I am glad to call 
Jake Urso my best friend. 

One last thing, Jake wants to be 
asked to prom so anyone interested in 
going with him should just ask. It would 
make his day. 
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New Coaching Steers Crew in Right Direction 


realizes the stress that can come with be- 
ing on such a competitive team and strives 
to minimize it. She is truly the biggest 
factor that made the season so much fun. 
One practice, everything bad that could 
happen, did happen. The rowing was not 


By CaroLinE McCaucuey, II 
& Racuet WOLsreLt, IT 


CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 


Back in the fall, Boston Latin School 
Crew gave up one of its most vital mem- 
bers: Coach Gillian Curran. Moving into 
winter training, the team scouted new 
coaches with the much-appreciated help 
of parents and the BLS Athletic Director, 
Mr. McDonough. Finally, we were gifted 
with the delightful, witty, Twinkie-loving 
Shayne Rowan. After a few weeks of rig- 


orous in-school practices, Shayne led the | 


team to BLS Crew’s new home neighbor- 


ing the Northeastern University boathouse |. 


on the Charles River. With a fabulous new 
coach and a new boathouse, BLS Crew set 
off into the season with ambition and high 
expectations. 

The new boathouse, lovingly re- 
ferred to as “The Shack,” has helped BLS 
Crew prosper this season. The Depart- 


ment of Conservation and Recreation | 


(DCR) generously donated the boathouse 
and its grounds to the team for the next 
five years. Now, with a place to call home 
that doesn’t hamper them financially, the 
team can focus on more important things 
like repairing and purchasing boats. A new 
WinTech shell and a wakeless launch for 
Shayne were added to the fleet. 

Shayne’s number one priority, even 
above winning races, has always been 
ensuring that the rowers have fun. She 


party. We arrived at practice the next day 
to ahumongous cake, two large buckets of 
ice cream and every topping imaginable. 
With gestures like this, Shayne continues 
to shine in the eyes of rowers and parents 
alike. She began coaching at BLS saying, 


—— 


several seniors after last year, we were not 
sure where we would stand, but the cap- 
tains led the team to great success. O’Neil 
observes, “This definitely was a building 
year. The team is made up of mostly 
freshmen and sophomores, but that just 
means we can expect a strong team 
in the upcoming years.” The captains 
were not only great leaders for the 
rowers, but also helped with Shayne’s 
acclimation to the team. Taylor-Burns, 

impressed with Shayne’s coaching, 
~ comments, “She’s really brought the 
team together. We’ve worked hard and 
done well. Shayne brought happiness 
to BLS Crew.” 

From blisters to freezing and 
| bone chilling practices to terrible tan 
__ lines, BLS Crew has persisted and 
_ thrived this season. The team came 
back from a regatta in Saratoga, New 
6 York in late April with some competi- 


ae Stive and exciting racing under its belt, 
> —s 


only to look forward to even more 
challenges. At the Lowell Invitational, 


0 


working well, and boats were breaking 
left and right. Julia Borges (III) remarked 
with frustration after the practice, “Five 
minutes of full pressure was more like five 
minutes of take a nap.” Shayne saw the up- 
set faces of her rowers as each one walked 
the boats onto dry land. So, being the won- 
derful person that she is, she decided to 
surprise the team with an ice cream sundae 


A Heart of a Champion 


By Devin Kirpsy, I 


Sports Epiror 


This has been, in all aspects, one 
of the craziest postseasons in the NBA’s 
recent memory. 

From the very first round, most 
of the higher seeds struggled with their 
matchups. Although the first seeded 
Chicago Bulls and league MVP Derrick 
Rose took their series against the eighth 
seeded Indiana Pacers in only five games, 
the Pacers really impressed with gritty 
defense and surprisingly explosive of- 
fense, challenging the clear-cut favorite 
Bulls every step of the way. Both the 
seventh seeded New Orleans Hornets 
and sixth seeded Portland Trail Blazers 
pushed their respective series against the 
defending champion Los Angeles Lakers 
and now Finals-bound Dallas Mavericks 
to six hard-fought games in the West. 
To top it off, the first seeded San Anto- 
nio Spurs—a heavy favorite to win the 
whole thing—got manhandled by the 
eighth seeded Memphis Grizzlies, whose 
athletic backcourt and skilled big man 
Zach Randolph picked apart the Spurs 
renowned defense and took the series in 
six games. 

The surprises kept coming in the 
semifinals. In the East, the Heat ran 
circles around the tired, old and mostly 
injured Celtics and locked up a confer- 
ence finals appearance in five games, even 
though the Celtics dominated them in 
three out of the four regular season meet- 
ings. In the West, the upstart Grizzlies 
pushed the energetic Oklahoma City 
Thunder and superstar Kevin Durant to 
seven exciting games before losing on 
Oklahoma City’s home floor. The biggest 
story, though, was the dark horse Dallas 
Mavericks, who swept the defending 
champion Lakers behind genius play of 
international phenom Dirk Nowitzki, 
culminating in an embarrassing 36-point 
rout in game 4 behind 9 threes from bench 
guard Jason Terry and 20 points from 
feisty Northeastern product JJ Barea. 

The conference finals were rela- 


tively unexciting, with the Heat’s dynamic 
duo of Dwayne Wade and LeBron James 
taking the Bulls down in 5 behind some 
stifling team defense. The Mavericks 
also won their series in 5, behind a run of 
huge games from Dirk and outstanding 
bench play. 

Now let’s get to the good stuff. Pre- 
dictions for the Finals: Mavericks in 6. If 
not 5. The Mavericks can match up well 
with the Big 3 of Miami (or the Dyanamic 
Duo and That Guy That Looks Like an 
Ostrich). Game One proved that. Wade 
went a measly 9-19 from the field with 3 
turn, and forward Chris Bosh went 5-18 
with an uncharacteristic 11 rebounds, a 
point of emphasis that seven-foot pow- 
erhouse Tyson Chandler will be sure to 
remedy next game. LeBron was the only 
truly impressive performance, going 9-16 
with 24 points, including 4-5 from three. 
However, he struggled for his points, and 
won't be shooting that high a percentage 
for the whole series. Bron’s shot was on. 
Simple as that. Soon it will be off and the 
Mavericks will capitalize. The defensive 
combination of DeShawn Stevenson, 
Shawn Marion, Jason Kidd, Tyson Chan- 
dler and Dirk will eventually prove too 
much for the Heat. Offensively, the Heat 
have no answer for Dirk. The big man got 
whatever shot he wanted in Game One, 
including several easy drives to the rim 
to either finish or draw contact—which 
might as well be two points with Nowitzki 
shooting 93% from the line this postsea- 
son. The Heat will also have a hard time 
executing their help-and-recover oriented 
defense with the plethora of pure shoot- 
ers on the Mavs, from Terry to Dirk 
to Kidd to second-all-time three-point 
marksman Peja Stojakovic on the bench. 
Another matchup in favor of the Mavs is 
JJ Barea, whose speed and explosiveness 
neither Mike Bibby nor Mario Chalmers 
can match. Eventually, the Mavs will learn 
to exploit these advantages and methodi- 
cally pick apart the Heat just like they 
did the Thunder. And the Blazers. And 
the Lakers. 

Enjoy it while it lasts, LeBron. 


“I really want to make this season much 
more enjoyable than previous years. I was 
a student athlete before too, and I know 
having fun practices makes the sport so 
much more loveable.” 

Under captains Rae Taylor-Burns (D, 
Maddie Johnson (1), Katie O’Neil (D and 
Allison Florentino (I, the team was led 
with passion and charisma. Having lost 


the team was delighted to see that hard 
work really does pay off. All but two varsity 
boats received medals at the regatta. At 
the Northeast Junior District Champion- 
ships, the lightweight four qualified for 
nationals. With excellent leadership from 
the captains and Shayne’s enthusiastic 
coaching, BLS Crew has excelled this 
spring season and will continue to do so 
for years to come. 


Can You Feel It? 


By Maura DEvLIn, II 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


With their backs against the boards, 
the Boston Bruins headed into Game 7 of 
the Eastern Conference Finals against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning with a new mindset. 
The Bruins needed the win to advance to 
the Stanley Cup against the Vancouver 
Canucks. Forget that the Bruins have 
not made a Stanley Cup appearance since 
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THOMAS (FAR RIGHT) READY TO STOP THE SHOT. 


1990, and forget the embarrassing power 
plays early in the series. Game 7 was the 
best hockey game the NHL has seen in a 
long time and a spectacular way to end a 
great series. 

Game 6 was not a game I enjoyed see- 
ing in a race for the Stanley Cup. Between 
the Bruins and the Lightning, a total of ten 
penalties were called, nine of which resulted 
in power plays. The Bruins only managed to 
get 20 shots on net in the entire game. They 
were leading at the end of the first period, 
2-1. Due to some sloppy stick-handling by 
the Bruins, Tampa took advantage of the 
power plays and was able to counter-attack, 
taking control of the scoreboard and the 
rest of the game, ultimately leaving with a 
5-4 victory. 

Game 7 was much better suited for 
the two teams. Friday’s game really showed 
how two great teams can go head-to-head. 
“From the beginning of the season, we knew 
we had some unfinished business,” Bruins’ 
Captain Zdeno Chara explains, “[The] 
guys were hungry throughout the playoffs.” 
Rather than an offensive shootout like in 
Game 6, Game 7 was a strong defensive 
matchup. It was just what the series called 
for after a sad excuse for hockey in Game 
6. The Bruins had two days of rest and were 
able to come back with more focus, energy 
and discipline that seemed to have been 
locked in the penalty box during the previ- 
ous game. The referees did an excellent job 
in letting the two teams duke it out, rather 
than deciding the game with questionable 
calls leading to power plays. There was noth- 
ing to call anyways, with Boston and Tampa 
playing some really great hockey with lots 
of pushing, passing and shots taken. Not a 


single penalty was called in the 60 minutes 
of game time. 

Boston went in with the mindset to 
avoid costly penalties and focused more on 
their defensive line. Goalie Tim Thomas’ 
brilliant 24-save shutout performance also 
did not hurt their chances for a victori- 
ous outcome. Great minds think alike, as 
Boston's head coach, Claude Julien, and 
Tampa’s coach, Guy Boucher, both brought 
the same intensity to the ice. Tampa came 
in with the same mentality of being ready 
to win, which brought about an excellent 
game. The breadwinners of the night were 
clearly the two goaltenders, Tim Thomas 
for the Bruins and Dwayne Roloson de- 
fending Tampa’s net. Thomas completed 
the shutout game with a total of 24 saves. 
Roloson also kept Boston’s surprisingly 
high-powered attack in line, stopping 37 
shots. Despite Roloson’s excellent effort, 
the Bruins won the game with a single shot 
by Nathan Horton, who deflected a pass 
from David Krejci into the net. 

The low-scoring game was a 
tribute to the discipline and the con- 
trol that the two teams displayed, 
but Boston deserved the win over Tampa. 
They came out with more concentration 
and determination (although Tampa Bay 
center Steven Stamkos’ comeback was 
well-respected after he took a nasty hit to 
the face in Game 6) and were overall on top 
of their game. This can be attributed to the 
home ice advantage and the dedication and 
desire of the home fans to see their team 
back in the Stanley Cup. The Bruins depth 
(15 players with five or more points in the 
playoffs) coupled with the avid fan base will 
surely see the Stanley Cup back in Boston. 
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BLS Baseball: Back in Business 


By Isaac Buck, I 


STAFF WRITER 


No team can come back after an 
o-4 start, right? Wrong. This year’s Bos- 
ton Latin baseball team has beaten the 
odds and come back from the brink of 
disaster to finish 11-11, making the state 
tournament for the second season running. 
Patrick Deangelo (ID says, “We're just like 
the Red Sox, once we get into our groove, 
we're unstoppable!” Right you are, Pat. 

Despite some early season injuries 
to valued players Brian “DJ Bmy” Mylett 


(I, captain) and Jake “Urskid” Urso (1), the 
team pulled together behind DCL All-Star 
Mike “Dirty D” Desalvo (I) who had a 
breakout year and is described by some 
as the team’s secret weapon. Throughout 
the season, one of the team’s most con- 
sistent players was starting centerfielder 
Ryan “Ryco” Connolly (1, captain) who 
was named this year’s BLS Athlete of the 
Year. Connolly, along with fellow seniors 
Mylett, Urso, Desalvo, Gordon “Gomo” 
Hall, and John “Grandpa” McGrath have 
“Really stepped up this year and led the 
team,” according to Tyler Hallinan (ID 


“We all look up to them.” In a year that 
saw some team members struggle with 
eligibility due to grades, this leadership 
was especially valuable as the team gave 
up practices to tutor teammates in Coach 
Rene Gauthier’s room, reminiscent of the 
library study sessions in Coach Carter. 
With all of this hard work, how could the 
team not make the tournament? 

The Wolfpack’s first round oppo- 
nent was Andover, a challenging matchup 
indeed. But Latin’s James Mulry (II) 
pitched a gem and led the team to an 8-6 
win and, with help from the now rejuvenat- 


ed Mylett who closed the game, clinched 
the team’s first state tournament win in 
10 years. Although they lost in the second 
round to perennial powerhouse, Lincoln- 
Sudbury, this season has been one of the 
most successful in team history. “Classic 
season, a Rondo-like performance. These 
city kids are so tough. They never give up,” 
says Gauthier. And the success will not 
end here. With a strong junior core and 
a number of contributing underclassmen, 
the team looks to build on its success next 
year and will surely compete for years to 
come. 


Barca Beats Mighty Manchester 


By Isaac Buck, II 


STAFF WRITER 


In the week leading up to the UEFA 
Champions League Final, FC Barcelona 
coach, Pep Guardiola, had repeatedly re- 
pudiated claims that this Barcelona squad 
was the best team ever. Many, including 
yours truly, saw this as the standard humil- 
ity practiced by and expected of coaches 
before a game. But the beat down laid on 
Manchester United by Barcelona begs the 
reemergence of the debate: is this Barce- 
lona team the best ever? 

Another season, yet another domi- 
nant performance by Barcelona in La Liga 
(the Spanish professional soccer league). It 
has become the champion of the highest 
league in Spanish soccer for three seasons 
running. But their dominance is not con- 
fined to just the domestic league. They 
have won two of the last three Champions 
Cups, the highest club competition in Eu- 
rope. Barcelona boasts seven players on its 
roster who are also on the Spanish national 
team, recent winner of the 2010 World 
Cup and the 2008 European Champion- 
ship. With this much talent on one team, 
how can Barcelona not be the best? 


Saturday, May 28, 2011: Judgment 
Day. (Well, according to Harold Camp- 
ing it was May 21, but he was obviously 
wrong.) The best of the English Premier 
League was pitted against the supreme 
Spanish team. A high scoring, 
close game was expected out 
of the match-up of the two 
foremost offensive teams 
in the world. The former | 
expectation did not disap- 
point, but the latter... lets 
just thank Man U for show- 
ing up. In all fairness, the 
game was controlled early by 
United, but Barcelona swiftly 
settled in with the help of its 
two midfield wizards, Xavi 
Hernandez and Andrés Ini- § 
esta. In the twenty-seventh 4 


with striker Pedro Rodriguez 
as he made a run down the 
right hand side of the field 
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goalkeeper, Victor Valdes, after receiving 
a pass from the potentially offside team- 
mate Ryan Giggs. Close game, right? Not 

so much. Although it was tied at half 
time, the best player in the world, Lionel 


= a 
minute, Xavi hooked up 2 


@ 


and was only half-heartedly closed out 
by United defender Patrice Evra. Giving 
Messi any space from that distance was 
utterly foolish and he made his opponents 
pay dearly with a curling, driven shot into 
m the net. Although this was the decid- 
ing goal, Barcelona was having fun at 
this point and David Villa struck the 
goal of the match in the sixty-ninth 
minute when he curled an immaculate 
strike into the top corner just past the 
outstretched fingertips of the diving 
Van der Sar. The game ended 3-1, a 
comprehensive victory. 
But the score-line alone does 
hot represent the extent of Barcelona’s 
dominance. It possessed the ball for 
/ ‘268% of the game, had 12 shots on 
| ygtarget to United’s 1, had 6 corners 
to United’s o and had 667 passes to 
2United’s 301. Such complete control 
zover one of the world’s elite clubs 
tishows Barcelona to be, without ques- 
“tion, the greatest team in the world. 


and slotted it past Manchester United 
goalkeeper, Edwin Van der Sar. United 
struck back in the thirty-fourth minute 
when striker Wayne Rooney hammered 
home a vicious one-timer past Barca 


he was not to be forgotten. In the fifty- 
fourth minute, after a nifty bit of pass- 
ing between Xavi and Iniesta, Messi r 
eceived the ball 25 yards out from goal 


And because of the years of main- 
tained success and indisputable authority, 
it has answered its critics and proven that 
it is the best team in the history of the 
beautiful game. 


Monstrous May Brings Boston Title Hopes 


By Jory McCourt, II 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


Theo Epstein is at it again. Af- 
ter pulling off the biggest offseason 
coup since The Decision by acquiring 
Adrian Gonzalez and Carl Crawford, 
the Boston Red Sox were primed for a 
big season and were Sports IIlustrated’s 
preseason World Series pick. But then 
came April. 

After starting off the season with 
six straight losses, the team’s worst start 
since 1945, people began to question the 
team that Sports Illustrated picked to 
win the World Series. These early fears, 
however, are long gone after the incred- 
ible month of May that Boston had. Led 
by players like Gonzalez, who hit an 
average of .341 with nine home runs and 
31 runs batted in (RBIs) this month, and 


Crawford, who has completely turned 
his season around after a rough start, 
the Red Sox have been dominating as of 
late and lead the American League East. 
These two players, along with the rest of 
the Boston favorites, have led this team 
to have a 19-9 record for the month of 
May and a 30-25 record overall. 

Not only has the hitting been hot 
lately, but the pitching has also been 
stupendous. Josh Beckett has been lead- 
ing the Bean Town heroes on the mound 
this year. He has an earned run average 
(ERA) of 1.80 and holds opponents to a 
.189 batting average. With four wins and 
two losses, Beckett has played a huge 
role in the Red Sox resurgence. We all 
hope that this return to his ’07 form 
(when he was runner-up in Cy Young 
voting) is sustained throughout the 
season. Beckett, however, is not leading 


the rotation alone. Jon Lester recently 
went ona seven game win streak (before 
losing his last decision), giving him the 
American League leading record of 7-2. 
And of course, what Sox season would 
be complete without Tim Wakefield? 
The 20-year veteran (18 of which have 
been spent with the Red Sox) has filled 
in capably for injured pitchers such as 
Daisuke Matsuzaka and John Lackey. As 
a reliever and a spot starter, Wakefield 
has compiled a 2-1 record with an ERA 
of 4.40. He is now just 11 wins away from 
the all-time Red Sox wins record of 192, 
held by Cy Young and Roger Clemens. 
Even with all of this success, how- 
ever, the Red Sox cannot let their quality 
of play fall. The season is nowhere near 
over, and as we have seen for countless 
seasons, anything can happen in a crazy, 
baseball-filled summer campaign. It is 


imperative that Boston continues this 
monstrous May into the month of June 
and further throughout the rest of the 
season. As magical as it was to watch the 
Red Sox sweep the hated Yankees earlier 
this month, the fact is that the Yankees 
are still neck and neck with Boston for 
first place in the American League East 
Division. If the Red Sox want to prove 
Sports Illustrated’s aforementioned pre- 
diction to be correct, then they have to 
keep on playing like they this and cannot 
let up. If there is a team out there that 
can maintain this success, it is the Red 
Sox. They are a great ball club that is 
definitely an established threat when it 
comes time for the playoffs in October. 
Manager Terry Francona means business, 
and he has the experience, resources and 
skill to lead this team to a very success- 
ful season. 


Unleashing the Dogs of War 


By AISLING Kerr, IT 


& Lypia Feperico, IT 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 


To nobody’s surprise, Boston Latin 
School’s varsity girls’ softball team has 
had another outstanding season, finish- 
ing 15-5 and being eligible for the state 
tournament for the fourth year in a 
row. This record earned them the number 
eight seed in the North Division One 
bracket. On Friday, June 3, they will 
be playing Medford High School, and 
we hope for a big turnout. This year’s 


lineup is stacked from the leadoff hitter 
all the way to the number nine slot. As 
a member of the JV team, Bella Coyne 
(ID, says, “It’s no wonder the team did 
so well this season. We’re a team full of 
superstars.” This year’s team had five 
DCL first team all-stars: Emily Berardi 
(1), Jonlyn Englert (D, Megan Duck- 
worth (1), Courtney Hoban (ID and 
Mary Demoura (IID), as well as one DCL 
second team all-star, Paige Mulry (IV). 
Earlier in the season, the girls were ex- 
tremely proud to say that they had, in 
fact, finally beaten Acton-Boxborough 


Regional High School. Captain Emily 
Berardi (I) pitched everything she had, 
and this, combined with Jackie Mc- 
Donagh’s (I) three-for-three with two 
RBIs performance, crushed AB for a 5-1 
victory. This was perhaps the happiest 
moment of Coach Tim Holland’s life 
and was certainly something for Coach 
Kevin Bernazzani to cross off of his 
bucket list. Both teams were fired up for 
the rematch a few weeks later, but sadly, 
Acton-Boxborough ended up winning 
the second game and taking the DCL 
title. Now, BLS hopes to see Acton in the 


postseason so they can show them who 
the real DCL champs are. After a heart- 
breaking 2-1 loss to Westford Academy 
in 11 innings, the team strives to push its 
infrequent losses behind them and focus 
its full attention on the upcoming tourna- 
ment games. It has been quite some time 
since a Latin softball team has had such 
a talented group of players, and they plan 
on proving that talent by wreaking havoc 
in the playoffs. With so much skill and 
heart behind the team, don’t be surprised 
if you see these girls as state champions 
in a few short weeks. 


